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Biography. 


MEMOIR OF SAMUEL EATON, ESQ. 


HE fubject of this Memoir was born in the year 1779, at 

Chandernagore, in the Eaft Indies, originally a French fettle. 
ment, but taken by Col, Clive in the year 1757. His father was 
an Irifh Catholic, who went over to Bengal as a Cadet in the ear- 
ly part of life. His mother, who was a woman of colour, was 
the daughter of a French General of high repute, whofe name was 
Defmoulin. ‘The father and mother died nearly at the fame time, 
leaving behind them four fons. It was the father’s wifh and ap- 
pointment by will, that his children fhould have an Englifh edu- 
cation. To facilitate the attainment of this object he fent over, not 
long before his death, twelve thoufand pounds ; —which fum was 
entrufted to the hands of two eminent grocers, in the weft end of 
the town, with directions that every expenfe in the courfe of their 
education might be defrayed, and that what remained fhould be 
equally divided among them on their coming of age. 

One of the fons died in the Eaft Indies. Three of them, of 
whom Mr. Eaton was the fecond, were actually fent over to Eng- 
land by the grandfather, who furvived their father. A confiden- 
tial black fervant was appointed to take the charge of them in croff- 
ing the dangerous deep; and fo anxious was the grandfather that 
he might not be bereft of them all in one difaftrous moment, that 
they were fent over at three different times, the fame fervant bring- 
ing firft one, and then returning for another, till all arrived. 

Thefe children, fatherlefs and motherlefs, heirs to an immenfe 
fortune, fent for the cultivation of their minds fo many thoufands 
of miles, prefented an appearance highly interefting to a feeling 
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The eldeft of the three that came to England died of a’ con. 
fumption at twelve years of age. Samuel, of whom this narrative 
principally treats, was fent to fchool at Brighton, where he was 
placed for three years under the care of the Rev. Mr. Moflop, a 
clergyman in the eftablifhed church. 

Not long after the arrival of the young people in England, an 
unexpected occurrence took place, which threatened deeply to af- 
fect their temporal interefts. Their Englifh guardians, who had 
the abovementioned money m their hands, failed. A refpectable 
gentleman, however, whofe widow is ftill living, and who, having 
been for many years a purfer in the Eaft India Company’s fer- 
vice, was well acquainted with the family of Mr. Eaton, gene- 
roufly ftept forward, and took fuch legal tteps as were neceflary 
to protect the perfons, and fecure part of the property of the 
children. About 5oool. were recovered from the bankrupts’ ef- 
fects ; and the boys were made wards in Chancery. They were 
{ent to various places of education: Samuel, after he left Brigh- 
ton, went toa fchool at Lewifham, which, on account of fome 
difguit, he left very abruptly ; and this occafioned his entering into 
a fituation fo replete with dangers of every kind, that he will 
doubtlefs reflec upon his deliverance from them with admiration 
and praife to all eternity. 

Coming to London, and rambling about this great city, where 
perils prefent themfelves. at every turn to the young and inexperi- 
enced, he faw a bill of apartments to let ;—which led him to be- 
come an inmate in a family which had like to have proved his ruin. 
The principals in this family were infamous and abandoned char- 
acters ; they had however fufficient craft to conceal their wicked- 
nefs, in a confiderable degree, from this young man, who lived 
with them about five years. Finding thathe was entitled to con- 
fiderable property in England, and that he had the moft flattering 
profpects from the eaft, they kept him from all his former ac- 
_quaintances, and upon various pretences, removed with him to Brif- 
tol, to Cardiffe in Wales, and to other parts of the country. When 
his own dividends from the bankrupts’ effects were {pent by them, 
they brought him again to town, that he might apply for his fhare 
of the brother’s property, who had died at twelve years of age. 
His good friend the purfer was dead; and they ditcountenanced 
his keeping up any acquaintance with his widow, though fhe fill 
felt a tender folicitude for his welfare. That he might fhun foci- 
ety, even of the moft virtuous kind, as much as poffible, the people 
he lived with endeavoured to inftil into his mind the moft defpi- 
cable ideas of the female fex ; and, in faét, kept him asin a prif- 
on. In fine, from the future developement of the character 
of this family, apprehenfions have been entertained, that 
when the young man’s property was all fpent, his life itfelf would 
have been in danger! Mr. Eaton has fince faid, that his mind 
muft- 
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mutt have been infatuated toa great degree, not to fee through 
. their mercenary and iniquitous defigns. 
The time, however, for his deliverance at length arrived. The 
wicked are taken in their own net. The perfon in whofe houfe 
’ he refided, in order to further his crafty and {felf-interefted 
fchemes, called upon a profeffional gentleman to affift him in a 
| plan, which appeared to be to get the young man’s property 
, completely into his hands. Happily for Mr. Eaton, the gentle- 
| man applied to, fufpedting the ill defign, put him upon his guard 
. againft his pretended friend, and took effeétual eps to refcue him 
from the hands of villany. 

As his property in England was confiderably diminifhed, and 
his coming into actual poffeflion of the very ample fortune left 
him by his father and grandfather in the Eaft Indies was fome- 
what uncertain, he thought it expedient to engage in fome pro- 
feffion. Accordingly he articled himfelf as a clerk to the gentle- 
man who had interpofed to protec him againft the defigning peo- 
ple, with whom he had lived. He afterwards married his fitter, 
by whem he had one child, who furvived him only a few months. 

About a year before Mr. Eaton’s deceafe, he was out on his pro- 
feffional engagements in a fmart fhower of rain, and fitting after- 
wards in his wet clothes, he laid the foundation, it is fuppofed, of 
that complaint which at length brought him to his grave. 

He had been an.occafional hearer of the gofpel, for upwards 
of two years, at Union Street, Southwark. But it was not till 
Thurfday, the 1gth of June, 1804, a few days before he died, that 
the minifter of that place had any perfonal interview with him. 
He then found him in the lalt ftage of a confumption, and, what 
was much worfe, in the gulph of defpair. Mr. Eaton acknowl- 
edged that God was juft and holy; but added, “I fhall go to 
hell, and be damned.” He was apprehenfive that he had fin- 
ned the fin againit the Holy Ghoft, and could not be pardoned. 
Mr. H. explained to him his views of the nature of the unpardon- 
able fin, called his attention te that awful paflage in Mark iii. 
22—30, and obferved, that the fin there defcribed appears to have 

“been a malicious afcribing to the agency of Satan thofe operations 
of Chrift which were wrought by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
It was further remarked, that no man can be faid to have com- 
mitted the unpardonable fin, who difcovers real repentance for 
fin, fince none but the impenitent are excluded the kingdom of 
heaven. Mr. Eaton received every word of inftruéction with un- 
common eagernefs and folemnity. After prayer, he begged to 
be feen again as often as poflible. The next day Mr. H. faw him 
twice ; and Mr. Eaton, having defired that they might be left a- 
lone, he recited a brief hiftory of his life and experience. He 
began with faying, “ I had the misfortune to be born of rich pa- 
rents.” He then mentioned his having been fent over to England 

for 
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for education, and fome of the difaftrous circumftances which 
have been already referred to. Being afked by what means he 
had been led, in his peculiar fituation, to a ferious concern about 
his foul and eternity—what minifters he had heard, and what 
books he had perufed—he replied, that he had heard Dr. Ryland 
and Mr. Lowell at Briftol, and different minifters in London. 
As to religious books, his reading had been very confined ; but 
Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progrefs was one of the firft books that induced 
him to think of fetting his face towards Zion. Befides this, and 
Mefirs. Jay’s and Lowell’s Sermons, he had read little elfe in di- 
vinity but the Bible. The facred Sc~iptures, with the Holy Spir- 
it that indited them, had been his chicf teacher. His friends fay 
that the law of the land, which was to have been his profeffion, 
and the gofpel of Chrift which makes wife unto falvation, were 
almoft his whole ftudy. 

During this interview, he was fill in a defponding frame, fay- 
ing, “ Iama great finner; I deferve hell, and I believe] am 
going to it; I have quenched the Holy Spirit of God.” * Why 
do you think fo?” ‘ I cannot pray mentally ; I believe I fhall be 
damned.” This kind of language he frequently ufed to thofe 
that were about him. When reminded that the blood of Jefus 
Chrift the Son of God cleanfeth from all fin, and that he mutt 
not limit the Holy One of Ifrael ; he replied, in the fame melan- 
choly ftrain, “I know that God is holy ; but I believe 1 fhall be 
loft. The firft fermon I heard you preach was from thefe words, 
“ The Lord hath made all things for himfelf, yea, even the wick- 
ed forthe day of evil: Iam that wicked perfon that the Lord 
hath made for the day of evil.” Mr. H. expreffed a ftrong hope 
that he was miftaken in his views, and that the Lord would have 
mercy upon him, as he was fo deeply convinced that he deferved 
hell, and did not, like Satan, charge God foolifhly for the pun- 
ifhments he might infli@. “ Ah!” faid he, “ you judge of me 
charitably, like a Chriftian ; but I fee no hope for my foul! I am 
a loft foul! Oh fin, that hateful and accurfed thing !” | 

His views of the dreadful nature and confequences of fin were 
uncommonly ftrong and affecting. While this dear young man 

ierced the heart by attempts to juftify his own defpondency, Mr. 
i. replied, “ Well, 1 am fure it is my duty, as the fervant of 
Chrift, to preach the gofpel to you; and to fay as Paul and Silas 
to the Philippian jailor, “ Believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
thou fhalt be faved.” . We are no where toid that divine mercy is 
confined to perfons of any particular age or charaéter ; whofoever 
repents of fin and believesin Jefus, fhall obtain falvation.” 

Mr. Eaton often fpoke of the perfections of God with the moft 
profound veneration. But though deeply imprefled whh fenti- 
ments of the divine purity, he was not fufficiently acquainted, at 
this time, with the riches of grace and mercy. Having prayed 
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with him, Mr. H. left him more compofed and comfortable in his 
ind. 

"Tn the evening he called upon him again; when Mr. Eaton 
exprefled his gratitude and affection, in terms that fhewed how 
much he valued any attempt to promote his belt interelts. From 
the overwhelming fenfe of guilt he difcovered, a fufpicion arofe 
that probably, at fome other period of life, he had been {uffered to 
fall into grofs immoralities. ‘But no trace of this could be found, 
though himfelf and his moft intimate friends were {poken to on 
the fubject. His own words were, “I have led a moral life ; 
but what is morality? My heart is fo wicked !”? On Saturday 
the 21ft, Mr. H.faw him again, He exprefled a deep conviction 
of the holinefs of God, and the power of indwell lling fin, and la: 
mented that finful thoughts intruded themfelyes into his mind i, 
dreams. 

About half paft ten in the evening, Mr. H. being fent for by 
his defire, mid remarking to him that he appeared more tranquil 
than ufual, and feemed to have fome hope in the Lord,—Mr. Ea- 
ton exclaimed with an energy that will long be remembered, 


** Tis done, the great transaction’s done ! 
** 1am my Lord’s, and he is mine! 
‘* He drew me, and J follow’d on, 
** Charm’d to conféss the voice divine !” Doddridge. 


He added,  Jefus Chrift.is my Saviour ; God has loved me 
with an everlafting love |”? with other expreffions of the like im, 
port. He then intimated a with, if the Lord fhould fpare him, 
contrary to his expectations, of entering into church fellowthip, 
and engaging in the work of the Chriftian miniftry. 

On Lord’s day evening, the 22d, Mr. H. faw this young man 
| for the laft time. During the whole of this interview, which 
_was long, he was in great agony of body. His frame of mind 
alfo appeared at firft rather low and deje@ted. He did not know, 
he faid, whether it was not a a aa of Satan to deceive him, 
' when he had entertained and exprefied a hope that he was a be- 
liever. He laboured to convey, in the ftrongeft terms, his ideas 
of the excellencies of the Divine Being, and the evil of fin. 
Never, furely, did any perfon difcover more humbling views of 
himfelf. Seeing him gafping for breath, and apparently withiy 

a few hours of eternity, Mr. H. faid to him (witha view to im- 
| prefs the witnefles of this folemn fcene with a confideration of the 
vanity of the world) ‘ What would wealth do for you now, my 
| friend ‘ Wealth! wealth!” faid he, * ’tis i impious to mention 
| it:”’—and then, with great and continued importunity, he called 
upon the Lord to releafe :him. 

During the ftruggles of his diflolving nature, he was reminded 
| of the fevere fufferings of Chrift. Soon after this he faid, with 
great emotion, “ [ have a fight of the Lord Jefus expiring at 
Calvary ! 
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Calvary ! O my Saviour, what didft thou fuffer forme? I have 
one doubt,” faid he, “ I want patience.” 

He defired Mr. H. to read fome hymns to him, and mentioned 
particularly the 23d of Dr. Doddridge; the fubject of which is, 
Rejoicing in our Covenant Engagements to the Lord. 

“<Q happy day that fix’d my choice 
*“ On thee, my Saviour, and my God,” &c. 

Having requelted that this hymn might be fung, he joined ig 
finging it ; and when he came to the third verfe, quoted in a pre. 
ceding part of this narrative, 

“Tis done, the great transaction’s done ! 

*© fT am my Lord’s and he is mine !”’ &c. 
he fang thefe lines with fuch firength and fervour, as to be 
heard all over the houfe. ‘ Don’t think me a madman, don’t 
think me a madman,” faid he; “ I would fing louder if I could.” 
His foul was wrapt up in a facred extacy of joy and delight. 

He then defired that the 137th of Doddridge might be read : 
“« Enquire, ye pilgrims, for the way 
** That leads to Zion’s Hill; 


“* And thither set your steady face, 
“ With a determin’d will !” 


In finging this alfo, and another by Dr. Watts (“ There is a 
land of pure delight !”) he joined as well as he was able. He 
was then within twelve hours of an eternal world ; and prefented 
a moft interefting fpectacle to every humane and refleéting ob- 
ferver.—Such were the agonies of his body, and the folemnity 
and triumphs of his foul! 

Twice he attempted to utter fome fentiments that powerfully 
imprefled his mind’; but the exhaufted powers of nature prevented 
him from faying all he intended. To the minifter who vifited 
him, he fpoke diftinétly thefe words, “ God fent you into the 
world to tell finners that Jefus Chrift died to fave them. I ama 
finner! he died to fave me, and all finners that believe in him !” 

Atter having been commended to God by prayer, and taken 
Jeave of his friends, Mr. Eaton dozed moft of the night. At in- 
tervals, however, he was awake; and manifefted to the laft the 
moft ardent devotion towards God, and the tendereft affec- 
tion to all that were about him ; and on Monday, the 23d, about 
eight o’clock in the morning, the fpirit of this good man forfook 
its poor emaciated tabernacle, and entered, without doubt, into the 
everlafting kingdom and joy of its Lord! 

At his own requelt a fermon was preached at Union Street, on 
occation of his death, from Zech. iii. 2, latter part, “ Is not this 
a brand plucked out of the fire?’ A paflage chofen by the de- 
ceafed as peculiarly applicable to his own cafe. Nothing was far- 
ther from his mind than any applaufe to himfelf. “ Don’t ce- 
ceive 
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ceive your congregation,” faid he, “ in what you fay about me.” 
He withed to give glory to God, by publithing the riches of his 
race to a poor perilhing finner. 

The reader, it is hoped, will excufe a reflection or two fuggefted 
by the above narrative :—Mr. Eaton was born in circumitances 
which prefented the moft fplendid profpeéts as to the prefent 
world. It was the with of his friends, that when his education 
was completed, he fhould return to the Eaft Indies, or {pend the 
remainder of his days in England in affluence and dignity. Such 
was the {cheme of his earthly parents; but the fequel of his life 
fhews, that his heavenly Father had in view an objeé& infinitely 
more important, in bringing him to this country. Had Mr. Ea- 
ton continued in the place of his nativity, he would probably have 
lived and died a ftranger to the only Saviour of finners: but 
here he was brought to the knowledge of the gofpel, and train- 
ed up for the enjoyment of eternal glory. What is the earthly in- 
heritance which was intended for him, compared with the inher- 
itance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, which 
there is reafon to believe he is now in poifleflion of ! How myfteri- 
ous are the ways of Providence! Glory to God in the highett, 
from the church militant and the church triumphant ! 

Lond. Evan. Mag. 


—> =): 
THE STORY OF NAAMAN THE SYRIAN. 


No. IL. 
(Concluded from page 292.) 


BUT to refume the thread of the inftructive ftory. The Syr- 
ian nobleman we recollect brought with him under the care of 
his treafurer, ten talents of filver, and fix hundred pieces of gold, 
and ten changes of raiment for a courtly prefent. The amount 
was great. But by the delicacy of Naaman, becaufe he was too 
elevated to bribe the prophet, he had not previoufly mentioned it 
to induce his attention. And had he prefented the motive, the 
pecuniary motive, while he fat in his fplendid chariot at Elifha’s 
door, it would have been rejected. But as foon as he was healed 
of the moft loathfome difeafe, he returned and defired the proph- 
et to accept the token of his gratitude. Now remark the con- 
duct of Elifha, the true fhepherd, who did not heal the fheep for 
the fake of the fleece, and in this inftance, as well as others, leaves 
an example for gofpel minifters. For when the nobleman entreat- 
ed and importuned him to accept the molt ample prefent, “ He 
faid, as the Lord liveth, before whom I ftand, I will receive none.” 
How noble the prophet’s foul! How heavenly! How elevated 
above the bewitching influence of filver and gold! For the filver 
amounted 
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amounted to more than three hundred fterling, and if the fix 
hundred pieces of gold were talents, the fum was millions. Upon 
Elifha’s prompt and decided refufal, Naaman urged him in “7 
mott prefling manner : but he held faft his prophetic integrity and 
tefufed. O what a prophet! To his fingle and difcerning eye 
filver and gold had no charms. For he knew the gift of Ged 
was not purchafed with money. Freely receive and freely give, 
was Elifha’s maxim: and any other maxim would have tarnifhed 
his character and difhonoured his God. By this inftance of his 
conduct he deeply imprefled the minds of the admiring company, 
that his heart was difinterefted and heavenly: and_ probably 

wrought a more falutary cure in Naaman’s mind than on his Sade, 

O how beautiful to behold wifdom thus exemplified and juftified 
by her children, and efpecially by the minifters of God’s word. 
Elitha, like his glorious antitype, had meat to eat, that the world 
knows not of. He only defired the divine prefence and approba- 
tion. While deftitute of filver and gold, he inherited fubftance 
which the world can neither give nor take away. He was rich 
in poverty, and full while empty. 

The following branch of the ftory will excite our pity towards 
the heathen, who realize but a mere glimpfe of their obligations 
to worlhip and ferve the living God. For when Naaman could 
not by any importunity prevail with Elifha to accept the token of 
his gratitude for the favour he realized, he faid, “ Shall there 
not then | pray thee be given to thy fervant two mules’ burthen 
of earth? For thy fervant will henceforth offer neither burnt 
offering nor facrifice unto other gods; but unto the Lord.” 
Alas! the poor creature was fo impreffed with the benefit he had 
received by the miraculous operation of Elifha, that he confidered 
the very earth on which he dwelt as impregnated with virtue. 
He thought if he might export earth fufficient from the land of 
promife to raife a little mount in Syria, for an altar of facrifice, 
that he fhould ferve God acceptably. If we cannot commend 
him for devout zeal, we fhall certainly pity his pagan ignorance. 
He did not know that a good man finds an altar acceptable to 
God wherever he bends his knees devoutly before his Maker. 
The kneeling place of a good man is all the altar that God re- 
quires. Why then fhall any of us rob God of prayer, feeing he 
has furnifhed an altar as wide as the world? O how affecting to 
fee the poor ignorant pagan, while dazzling with gold, fince the 
prophet declined any pecuniary reward, zealoufly engaged to ob- 
tain a few bags of earth to raife an altar of devotion. O Lord, 
how long ! How long before Chrift fhall have the heathen for his 
inheritance, and the utmoft parts of the earth for his pofleffion ! 
The ftate of the heathen, who are capable of being impreffed with 
the majefty of Divinity, at the feafon of eclipfes, and other pe- 
euliar events, calls for our compaflion and mot fervent prayers, 
that 











1807. | The Story of Naaman the Syrian. 329 


that God would haften on the day of univerfal light and reforma- 
tion. And why, feeing we enjoy much better advantages than 
the heathen, fhall we condu& much worfe? Shall Naaman rife 
up in judgment againft us? For fuch was his index ot confcience, 
or the dawning of conviction, that while recalling an idolatrous 
practice, which he feared he fhould be compelled to repeat, he pe- 
titioned the prophet in the following manner: “ In this thing the 
Lord pardon thy fervant, that when my mafter gocth into the 
houfe of Rimmon to worfhip, in a pagan manner, and he leaneth 
on my hand, (according to the cuftom of eaftern Princes, who 
reft on minifters of ftate) and I bow myfelf in the houfe of 
Rimmon, in compliance to the king and not to the idol, the Lord 
pardon thy fervant in this thing.” To this, the prophet, who had 
no particular in{tructions to impart, replies, “ Go in peace.” Fare- 
wel. Go anddo your duty. Sin no more, left a worfe evil be- 
fall thee than the leprofy. Worfhip God. 

To terminate the ftory of the Syrian general, we muft fubjoin 
the conduct of Gahazi, which in this biographical fketch is inlepa- 
rably connected with it, and cannot efcape notice. Gahazi was 
the fervant of Elifha, and had he followed his excellent example, 
we fhould not be offended with the wide contraft which their mor- 
al charaéters prefent. 

Directly after Naaman took the parting hand of the venerable 
prophet, who declined any pecuniary token of his gratitude for 
the favour conferred, the felfifh, mercenary Gahazi fays; “ Be- 
- hold my matter hath fpared Naaman in not receiving at his hand 
that which he brought. But as the Lord liveth, I will run after 
him and take fomewhat of him.’? Whata refolution! What a 
covetous, greedy wretch! Difregarding the noble example of his 
mafter, he ghirited to fill his own private coffers even at the ex- 
penfe of his confcience, and the reputation of the prophet’s family. 
As we read the tory, we cannot but notice how eaty and conge- 
nial it is for him who violates one command to violate another. 
The covetous perfon will deceive, defraud, cheat and lye, if he 
dare not {teal and kill. For inftance, though Gahazi was afraid 
to arm himfelf and rob the nobleman of his treafure, yet he was 
not afraid to practife that which was not lefs hateful in the fight of 
Heaven. Seeing the running, panting and breathlefs Gahazi ap- 
proach the chariot, the nobleman with refpect initantly alighted 
and went to meet him, with deep anxiety of mind, fearing that 
fomething had been committed or omitted by him or his retinue, 
which the prophet refented. He therefore faid, ‘ /s all well ?” 
Have we made any miltake? Have we in any inftance hurt the 
feelings of the man of God, or difappointed his pious expectations ? 
The brethren of Jofeph, when he made inquifition for Pharaoh’s 
cup, did not feel more keen diftrefs than Naaman at feeing the 
dutty, faltering runner. “ Js all well?” Alas! Alas! What is 
Vol. IV. No. 9. Ss the 
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the matter? Gahazi anfwered, “ All is well, my lord.” Now at- 
tend to the nefarious combination of avarice, deceit and falfehood, 
which he had matured, and has the front to utter with a ferious 
face. My matter Elifha hath fent me, faying, “ Behold there be 
come jult now tome from mount Ephraim two young men of the 
fons of the prophets; give them I pray thee a talent of filver and 
two changes of raiment.” He was artful. He requefted but a little, 
but 35ol. fterling, while he mtended and expected a much heavier 
fum. Naaman’s ftate of mind was fuch, that if he had requefted 
the ten talents and the fix hundred pieces of gold, and all the 
changes of raiment, he would have furnifhed them mmmediately, 
on condition of proper evidence that the prophet defired them. 
But though he had not evidence of the prophet’s requelt, being 
loath to. difappoint any one of his family, he doubled the fum re- 
quefted, gave him two talents of filver and two changes of rai- 
ment, put them into two bags, and laid them upon two of his fer- 
vants, and they carried them before him. Now behold the fhame- 
lefs villain going off with the proceeds of the moft ftudied iniqui- 
ty. What is his reward? “ And when they came to the tower, 
Gahazi took them from the hands of Naaman’s men, concealed 
them, and difmiffed the fervants.”? What confcience does not kin- 
dle at the thought of fuch complex wickednefs! But let us purfue 
the ftory of iniquity. Let us follow Gahazi as he approaches 
his venerable mafter. Entering the apartment of his matter, he 
had the effrontery to ftand before him as though all was well. 
And Elifha faid unto him, whence comeft thou, Gahazi? And he 
faid, thy fervant went no whither. Where have you been, Gahazi, 
during your long abfence ? No where, Sir. But it was impoflible 
to elude the prophet’s eye, or rather the pervading eye of God, 
who not only fees all the fteps of men, but knows all the thoughts 
ef their hearts. And Elifha faid, went not my heart with thee, 
when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee ? The 
leprofy therefore of Naaman fhall cleave unto thee and unto thy 
houfe forever. And he went out from his prefence as white as 
fnow. What ftudied, what complicated wickednefs! Gahazi 
knew that Elifha was wholly averfe from Naaman’s making any 
pecuniary compenfation for the favour he realized. He knew that 
it was avarice which prompted him to difhonour his mafter and 
his God by obtaining Naaman’s filver and rairnent ; he knew that 
he ran after the chariot and addreffed the nobleman with a lie in 
his right hand ; he alfo knew that he returned after hiding the 
facrilegious proceeds, and went into Elifha’s prefence with his 
heart and mouth full of deceit and lies of the vileft complexion. 
What then could the monfter of iniquity expect, but that his fins 
would find him out? He accordingly went out from the prefence 
of the prophet a leper as white as fnow. He was marked with 


the deferved curfe of God, which is infeparable from the finner, 
except 
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except by feafonable repentance, and application to the blood of 
Chritt. 

Lord, what is man, when left to his own felfifh device! And 
what can remove his abomination and fave his foul from eternal 
death, except the infinitude of divine grace ! 








Religious Communications. 


ON RECONCILIATION TO GOB. 
(Concluded from page 295.) 


E are not infenfible, fome have pretended, that no man ev; 
er did or will love God, until he is perfuaded that he 
means to fave him perfonally. As far as any one believes that 
God is friendly to him and means to make him happy, he will be 
an object of his approbation, but no further. This expeCation of 
perfonal felicity is faid by fome to be the origin and rule of love 
to the divine Being. But is this the nature of true religion ? 
Are thefe the feelings of thofe, who are in heart reconciled to 
God? Are they influenced by fuch perfectly felfith motives? Do 
they not, on the contrary, love the divine Being, firft and princi- 
pally, for what he is in himfelf, afide from all felfifh confidera- 
tions? Do they not rejoice that God is what he is? Are they not 
pleafed with each of his perfections ? And in.the view of them is 
not their language fimilar to that of the pious pfalmift, “‘ Whom 
have I in heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth that I 
defire befides thee?” Is not the-reconciliation to God, which the 
gofpel requires, attended with fuch feelings as thefe? Are not the 
fubjeGs of this reconciliation pleafed when they are informed, that 
God is an impartial, difinterefted Being ? That he has adopted a 
plan of government, which in the final iflue of events will brin 
into exiltence the higheft poflible happinefs of the intelligent fy{- 
tem? Do they not rejoice that the reins of univerfal empire are 
in the hands of fuch a Being? That he never has been, and never 
will be difappointed ; that his counfel will ftand and all his pleaf- 
ure be accomplifhed ? Do they not choofe that he fhould or- 
der all the circumftances of their life and death, and do with 
them and with all things and beings as he pleafes? Is not this the 
language of their hearts, “The Lord reigneth, let the earth re- 
JOice 2”? 

And are not fuch perfons pleafed with the gofpel? Do they not 
rejoice in the charaéter and falvation of Jefus Chrift ? Do they not 
choofe to be faved by him, and feel willing to afcribe all es 
praive 
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praife and glory of their falvation to his infinite mercy and com. 
paffion ? Was not this the cafe with Paul? Did he not afcribe 
his converfion and ialvation folely to free, rich and fovereign 
grace, through the atoning blood of Chrift? “ By the grace of 
God,” faid he, “I am what] am.” And addrefling other be. 
lievers he obferved, “ By grace are ye faved, though faith, and 
that not of yourfelves, it is the yift of God.’ Nor are the faints 
in heaven unmindful of their indebtednefs to the riches of divine 

race through the Mediator for their redemption and happinefs. 

his is their fong ; “* Thou art worthy (meaning Chrift) to take 
the book and to open the feals thereof; for thou walt flain and 
haft redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people and‘nation, and haft made us unto our God, 
kings and priefts.’”? That the reconciliation to God, which the 
gofpel requires, implies fuch cordial, unlimited approbation of his 
character and government, and of the character of Chrift, and 
the way of falvation through him, as we have now defcribed, we 
think too evident to need further proof. 


REFLECTIONS. 

1. This fubjec& leads all profefling Chriftians to examine 
themfelves. You profefs to be friendly to the God of heaven. 
But what are your views of his character? Do you confider him 
as poffefling thofe attributes, which have been afcribed to him in 
the preceding effay ? 

Do you view him as an omniprefent, omnifcient and almighty 
Being? And do you rejoice that he poffeffes thefe attributes ? 
Are you fo well pleafed with them, that you would not produce 
the leaft alteration in them, were it in your power? Unlefs this is 
the cafe, what evidence have you that you are reconciled to God ? 

Again. Do you view God ‘as an infinitely good, juft, true, 
faithful and merciful Being? And are you pleafed with thefe 
perfections and their operations? Do you rejoice that God op- 
pofes fin, and that he is unalterably determined to punifh the fi- 
nally impenitent ? Do you rejoice that God has adopted the belt 
poflible fyftem of government ? That he has left nothing in a 
{tate of uncertainty, but is unalterably fixed and determined in 
his own mind concerning the exiftence of all thofe events which 
ever will take place? In other words, are you pleafed with the 
abfolute and unconditional decrees of God? Are you willing that 
he fhould conduét the affairs of the univerfe as he fees beft ? That 
he fhould fave and deftroy whom he pleafes? Had you rather 
that infinite wifdom and goodnefs fhould unalterably fix all thefe 
things, than leave them in a ftate of entire uncertainty? Would 
you alter any of the purpofes of God, or efcape the reach of his 
government, were itin your power? What faith your heart, 
profefling Chriftian, to thefe things? Does it {peak the Magreg 
) 0 
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of reconciliation ? Is it pleafed with the divine chara¢ter and gov- 
ernment ? If not, no longer indulge the hope that you are experi- 
mentally acquainted with the doctrine of reconciliation. 

Again: Have you ever feen yourfelf to bein a ftate of hoftility to 
your Maker? Are you convinced of the do¢trine of human deprave 
ity ; of your own total finfulnefs by nature; of your defert of the 
everlafting wrath and curfe of God ? Have you feen that you nev- 
er did, and never can do any thing to deferve the divine favour ? 
Have you been made to realize the neceflity, fuitablenefs and all- 
fuficiency of Chrift’s atonement ? Do you approve of his media- 
torial character? Are you willing to be faved by him, and wil- 
ling that he fhould have all the glory of your falvation? Are you 
difpleafed with fin, becaufe it is hoftile to the character of your Ma- 
aed and to the belt good of his kingdom? And do you, for thefe 
reafons, avoid the practice of it? Do you perform the duties of 
religion, becaufe they are fit and reafonable, becaufe your Maker 
has required you to do thefe things ; and becaufe, when perform- 
ed with a right temper of mind, they are promotive of good pur- 
pofes ? Does the fervice of God afford you more pleafure than any 
other employment? Unlefe thefe things are true, no longer flatter 
yourfelves that you have been reconciled to the gofpel, and are in- 
terefted in its promifes. 

Farther: Is reconciliation fuch as we have reprefented it; are 
its fubjects pleafed with the divine character, government, and 
gofpel ; do they rejoice that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth ? 
Do they choofe, that he fhould order all the circumftances of 
their life, and death, and do with them and with all things and 
beings in the univerfe as he pleafes ? > Then there muft be great 
comfort and fatisfaction attending it. This is the fource of true 
enjoyment ; of that peace which the world cannot give, nor take 
away. They, and they only, who are reconciled to God, are 
placed beyond the reach of final difappointment. 

Let finners, with anfwerable hearts, attend to this fubject, tn 
which they are fo deeply interefted. It becomes them to con- 
template their oppofition to God, and the abfolute impoflibility 
of their being happy in a future ftate without a radical alteration 
in the temper of their minds. God is unchangeable. He will 
never be reconciled to finners. But they muff be reconciled to 
him, or perifh forever. ‘* Except a man be born again, he cannot 
fee the kingdom of God. Without holinefs, no man fhall fee the 
Lord. Except ye repent, ye fhall all perifh.” 


ANDRONICUS. 
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Letters to the Young. { Fed. 


LETTERS 10 THE YOUNG. WNO. VJ. 


(Continued from page 298.) 
Dear Yours, 


A SAVIOUR of infinite greatnefs and excellency is offered 
to yoa. A Saviour, who has done every thing, which belonged 
to this endearing office. A Saviour, who is mighty te fave ; and 
one whom you are under the ftrongeft obligations to love. The 
queftion now recurs; Have you heartily chofen this Saviour for 
the object of your warmeft love? Some who read this, can doubt- 
lefs fay with truth, “ We have chofen him for our portion and 
our everlalting all.”” Others can fay with equal truth; ‘“ We 
have never had peculiar feelings towards Chrift ; we feel no in. 
tereft in him, nor are we concerned to enjoy his favour.” Others 
probably hefitate in this folemn affair. A conviction of fome 
fort, that Chriftis abfolutely neceflary, and forebodings of ever- 
lafting punifhment make it impoffible for them to give up all 
thoughts of the Saviour. Still they view him as a painful reme- 
dy in a defperate cafe. Inthe fervice of an holy Redeemer they 
take no delight. But do you not perceive that fuch feelings and 
fuch conduct are wicked and unreafonable in the extreme? Can 
you longer halt between two opinions, and be irrefolute what to 
do? Will you acknowledge that Chrilt is excellent, and his fervice 
reafonable, and yet refufe him your hearts? The blefled Redeemer, 
whotis the image of the invilible God, is now offered to you. If 
you heartily receive him, your falvation is certain ; but if you con- 
tinue to reje& him, you will lofe your fouls. But what is it to 
receive Chrift in fuch a manner asto be faved? The eafieft way 
to refolve this queftion is to fhow what the peculiar feelings of a 
perfon are, who does truly and favingly embrace Chrift. Such a 
perfon has a deep and realizing fenfe of the greatnefs, the purity, 
and the holinefs of God. God appears to him the beft of all 
beings; he loves him for what he is in himfelf; his fovereign 
mercy, his impartial benevolence, and his inflexible juftice. He 
admires God for thofe attributes, which to others look undefira- 
ble. Though he knows not the defigns of God with refpeé to 
him, either in this world, orthe next, yet he rejoices, that God 
will forever remain what he is, unchangeably holy and bleffed. 
The thought is pleafing to him, that God, who is infinite in pow- 
er, wifdom, and goodnefs, doth all things in fuch a manner, that 
he will be glorified. Itfeems reafonable that God fhould require 
love to himfelf with all the heart ; and it no longer appears proper 
to think of ferving God, the fountain of good, with cold, extern- 
al obedience, without the heart. God fays to him inhis word, 
«¢ Seek my face.” And he can reply from the heart, ‘* Thy face, 


Lord, 
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Lord, will I feek.” Having high and adoring thoughts of God 


for his own excellence, the divine law, which requires perfedt, per- 

etual obedience, and condemns every tranfgreflion, appears per- 
fettly holy, juftand good. With David he loves the divine law 
becaufe it is reafonable in its requirements and penalty, and be- 
caufe it illuftrates the charatter of the great Lawgiver. Thefe 
feelings toward God and his law give him ftrong and affecting 
apprehenfions of fin. He does not fo much abhor fin, becaufe it 
will make him miferable, as becaufe itis an affront to the beft of be- 
ings. In this view he hates fin as the greateft of evils; and he 
loaths himfelf for having committed it. With Job he can ex- 
claim, *“* Behold I am vile.” He feels that God would be juft and 
good;in cafting him off. He perceives the fitnefs and propriety of 
punifhment in the divine government. The glory of God appears 
to him an object in itfelf fo defirable, fo great and important, that 
he mott cheerfully gives up every thing to have thisfecured. ‘The 
language of his heart is, “ Let God be glorified, whatever be- 
comes of me.” As the greatnefs, goodnefs, and majelty of God 
_ rife in his view, he finks in his own elteem. Some who think they 
have experienced religion, feel greatly exalted in their own efteem. 
| What they fuppofe God has done for them feems {fo diftinguifh- 
_ ing, that they raife themfelves above the common level, and feel 
| asif they were the peculiar favourites of Heaven. But the perfon, 
' who truly receives Chrift, has fuch difcoveries of the purity and 
' uncreated glories of Jehovah, that inftead of rifing, he finks in 
| his own elteem; and this felf abafement is in proportion to the 
' clearnefs, with which he apprehends divine glory. ‘The Scriptures 
| teach that the Lord is a jealous God, who “ will not give his glory 
to another.” And the perfon, who receives Chrift, is jealous for 
the glory of God; and from the views he has of himfelf and his 
vilenefs, he is anxious to know how he can be made happy con- 
fitently with the divine honour. To this folemn and momentous 
inquiry the Bible, bleffed volume! affords a full and fatisfactory 
| folution. The gofpel reveals the perfon and work of the Media- 
tor. Chrift has condemned fin in the flefh, and ftripped finners of 
all excufe for their rebellion againft God. God can now be juft, 
and the juftifier of him that believeth in Jefus: and he can be 
| juft in dooming the impenitent to hell. He can fave finners 
through his Son, and be glorified by difplaying his grace. Now 
to receive Chrift is cordially to approve of his work as Mediator, 
condemn felf and juftify God. The way of falvation, pointed 
out inthe Bible through the glorious Mediator, appears to fuch an 
one excellent and proper, becaufe in this way God is glorified and 
the finner humbled. Chrif appears lovely to him, becaufe he has 
glorified God. This is that, for which the Saviour appears to him 
fupremely excellent and worthy of affection. A holy Saviour is 
fuch anoneas he would have; a Saviour to fave from fin. As 
God, 
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God, Chrift is regarded as the object of humble reverence; and 
as man, he is contemplated in his holy fubmiflion and obedience, 
with complacency. His whole character is admired ; his example 
is imitated ; his laws are obeyed. Hits yoke is found to be eafy and 
his burden light by all, who cordially receive him. They feel 
that his conrmands are not grievous * they cheerfully fubmit to 
his difpofal ; they depend upon his Spirit for teaching and direc- 
tion. Of his fulnefs they receive even grace for grace. His 
worthip is now delightful, the inftruétions of his word are {weet, 
and the promotion of his caufe feems an object of the higheft im. 
portance: ‘Their hearts’ defire and prayer is that others may 
come to the knowledge of Chrift, and be faved. | Worldly pur- 
fuits no longer feem to them of that importance, with which they 
were once contemplated. The vain and unfatisfying amufements 
of the world are forfaken, and their pleafures now flow ina new 
channel. Chrift is unfpeakably precious, his love conftrains them, 
and they cheerfully give up themfelves to him forever. Thefe are 
fome of the feelings of thofe, who receive Chrift and become en- 
titled to eternal life in his kingdom. To as many as receive him, to 
them he gives power to become the fonsof God. Streng are the 


inducements for the young to hearken to the Saviour, and thus 
receive him. AMATOR. 


THE FOLLY OF WITHHOLDING MORE THAN Is 
MEET. 


SOLOMON declares, and experience proves, that “ withhold- 
ing more than is fuitable tendeth to poverty ;” that by refufing to 
expend men often deltroy. 

The hufbandman, who does not caft good feed into the furrows, 
who does not faithfully manure and cultivate his foil, though he 
may fave confiderable expenfe and labour, robs himfelf of his ex- 
petted harvett. 

The minifter of religion, who, “ greedy of filthy lucre,” engages 
in commerce, or banifhes himfelf trom his ftudy to his field, and 
he who, being “a lover of pleafure,” {pends his time in idle vifits 
or vain amufements, unfits himfelf for the ready and dignified dif- 
charge of his official duties. ‘This wounds his reputation ; this 
weakens the affection and re{pect of his people. They become lefs 
punctual in their kind attentions and little gratuities, which in a 
year would perhaps outweigh the profits of his labour and bufinefs, 
or have been a rich compenifation for the time he {pent in vifits and 
amufements. 

The people withhold more than is meet ; it tendeth to fpiritual 
poverty, when to fave a few cents to each family, they refufe to 

. compeniate 
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compenfate their minifter in an honourable manner, efpecially 
when they fhow a grudging, unkind parfimony, withholding thofe 
kind offices and endearing benefattions, which other people in gen- 
eral beftow on their {piritual guides, and which he had expected 
from them. 

So treated, the minifter foon becomes difcouraged. He imag- 
ines he does not enjoy the affections of his people, and that he 
can do them no good. His heart is wounded; the nerve of ex- 
ertion is unftrung ; there is little fervour, life or affection in his 
labours. The fire of his zeal is gone out. Confequently, feeble 
impreflions are made on the minds of his hearers. They are nei- 
ther perfuaded, nor inftructed, nor moved. They continue im 
their errors, their guilt and their danger. The firlt caufe was on 
their part, a little careleffnefs or unkindnefs, or withholding more 
than was meet. It produces {piritual poverty. 

When in a fick room I hear the phyfician, inftead of converfing 
with his patient or the nurfe, telling to fome indifferent perfon the 
news of the day, I fay he withholds more than is meet from his 
patient. He will not employ this phyfician in his next ficknefs. 
He thinks he does not underitand his diforder, or is not concerned 
for his recovery. A phyfician, efpecially in a fick room, fhould 
talk of nothing, but pain and ficknefs, and their remedies. 

When a parent detains his children from ichool, to fave a few 
fhillings expenfe for their initruction, and to gain a trifling fum by 
their labour, he withholds more than is meet. ‘Their underftand- 
ings are not informed, their hearts are not cultivated, they are ill 
prepared to make their way through a bad world. ‘The unkind 
parfimony of the father tends to the children’s poverty. 

When the wife, whofe great bufinefs it is toxfooth, to cheer, and 
encourage her hufband, refufes thofe delightful {miles and kind 
attentions, which animate and roufe his drooping {pirits, fhe with- 
holdeth more than is meet; it tendeth to poverty and every wo. 
He is burdened and perplexed with his bufinefs, he is difappoint- 
ed of expected felicity at home ; anger kindles, and domettic en- 
joyment is murdered. A cheerful, pleafant, and attentive wife 
will rule the heart of a lion. Man has no power againit her, 
who, adorned with {miles, proffers her kind offices. She is irre- 
fiftible: but the moment fhe becomes unfocial, inattentive, and 
unkind, fhe loffes all her power. Her paflions may be violent, 
but like the foam of ocean on the rocks, they meet with nothing 
but refiftance. She now produces as much difgult, as enchant- 
ment before. Alas, how many people withhold more than is 
meet! it tendeth to poverty. 

PETROS. 
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BAPTISM NOT IMMERSION. 


IN John’s gofpel, iii. 22, we have the following account: “After 
theie things came Jefus and his difciples into the land of Judea, and 
there he tarried with them, and baptized. And John alfo was 
baptizing in Enon, near to Salim, becaufe there was much water 
there: and they came and were baptized. For John was not yet 
calt into prifon. ‘Then there arofe a queftion, between fome of 
John’s difciples and the Jews, about purifying. And they came un- 
to John, and faid unto him, Rabbi, he that was with: thee beyond 
Jordan, to whom thou beareft witnefs, behold, tlre fame baptizeth, 
and all men come to him.” 

We are informed in this paffage, in connexion with the baptiz- 
ing of Chrift and John, that there was a quettion agitated, between 
fome of John’s difciples, and the Jews. The queftion refpected 
purifying, or what the Jews knew by that name. They came to 
John with-this queftion, but propofed it to him, under the name of 
BAPTIZING: * Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to 
whom thou beareft witnefs, behold, the fame baptizeth, and al! 
men come to him.’* The evident conclufion from this is, that 
the Jews’ purifying, and John’s and Chrift’s baptifms, were the 
fame thing. The Greek words, kathari/mau, purifying, and dap- 
tizet, baptizeth, are here ufed as perfectly fynonimous. Therefore 
baptifm is no more immerfion, than the Jews’ purification was 
immerfion. Accordingly Paul, in Heb. ix. ro, {peaking of the 
various Jewifh purifications, calls them divers daptifms, as it is in 
the Greek. 

And that the rites performed were the fame, appears farther, 
from the baptifims of John and Chrift being nothing frange to the 
Jews. ‘They never appear to have been ftruck with any thing in 
the practice as new. ‘The rite was, as far as appears from the 
icripture accounts, perfectly familiar to them. They made fome 
inquiries ref{pecting the adminiftrator’s authority to baptize or pu- 
rify fuch multitudes. In this paflage, their inquiry feems to have 
arifen from a doubt, whether Chrilt did not infringe upon John’s 
commiflion, as John’s anfwer to it manifelts. But the thing per- 
formed never excited any wonder, nor was the {ubjeét of any in- 
quiry among them, though they were exceedingly tenacious of 
the Mofaic rites, and oppofed to whatfoever differed from them. 
This confirms the idea, that the baptifms of John and Chrift were 
of the fame mode or form, with the purifications well underftood 
among the Jews. As religion was then in a low ftate among 
them, thefe rites had doubtlefs been greatly neglected, efpecially 
among the common people. And as Mofes was commanded to 
fanctify the nation, before God appeared to them at mount Sinai; 


fo the baptifms of John and Chrift, by which the people ae 
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called to a general purification, were to prepare them for the ap- 
pearance of Mefliah, and for the vifible ereétion of his kingdom 
among them. Thefe baptifms did not therefore eflentially differ 
from the ancient purifications, either as to fubftance or form. 


But were not thefe purifications performed by immerfion? By — 


no means. We are informed by this fame evangelift, chap. ii. 
ver. 6, that at the marriage in Cana of Galilee, “there were fet 
there fix water-pots of ftone, after the manner of the purifying of 
the Jews, containing two or three firkins a piece.” Here accord- 
ing to the general cuftom was a complete apparatus for purifying. 
All the family purifications could be here performed. But thefe 
veflels contained only from nine:to thirteen gallons and a half, the 
firkin or metreetees being a meafure of four gallons and a half. 
And furely in a water-pot of this dimenfion, no mature human 
body could be immerfed, or put wholly under water. As thefe 
purifications therefore were not performed by immerfion, fo nei- 
ther were the baptifms under confideration, the latter being the 


fame with the former. And the word baptize cannot be fhown to’ 


fignify immerfion only, till water-pots, containing about a third of 
a barrel, can be proved to be fufficiently large to receive whole 
bodies of men and women. 

And fince the word baptize or baptifm does not authorize im- 
merfion, there is nothing which docs. ‘There is no example, in all 
the New Teftament, of a perfon’s being baptized thus. No per- 
fon of candour, who is acquainted with the Greek language, can 
follow the adminiftrator and fubject any farther than ¢o the water, 
and rarely fo far. And fhould any Englith reader infift, that they 
went into the water, he muft alfo infift that Chrift went up in 
the mountain, for the fame word is ufed. 

Nor does the ¢hing fignified by bapti{m require immerfion. Were 
it only a wafhing of the body, then the more univerfal the appli- 
cation of water the better. But it has refpect to the foul, and de- 
notes mental purification, or the removal of moral defilement. 
This can be fignified as well by a partial, as by a univerfal, wath- 
ing of the body. Thus David thought, when he faid,“1 will 
wath my hands in innocency ; fo will 1 compafs thine altar, O 
Lord.” Thus Pilate thought, when he wafhed his hands to tef- 
tify himfelf clear of guilt, in crucifying Chritt. Thus Chrift 
thought, when he wafhed his difciples’ feet, as fignificant of their 
part in him, their fanétification, humility, and brotherly love. 
When Peter underftood the fignification of this wafhing, he with- 
ed to have more water applied to him ; but even he did not con- 
eeive immerfion, or a univerfal wafhing of the body, to be necef- 
fary. Chrift correéted his error, in making too much of the out- 
ward ceremony, by faying, “ He that is wafhed, need not, fave to 
wath his feet, but is clean every whit ;” that is, fo far as he can 
be cleenfed by typical or ceremonial wafhing. ‘The two former 
inftances 
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inftances fhow, that it was an ancient cu/fom to exprefs innocence of 
mind, by wafhine the hands, and not the whole body. And with 
this agree the Jews? baptizing, or wafhing their hands, at coming 
from the market. 

Moreover, the thing fignified by baptifm is often expreffed in 
the Old Teftament, by fprinkling and pouring. It appears there- 
fore very evident, that immerfion is not neceflary to baptifm, 
Thofe, who make it fo, do it without divine authority. 


or + 


ADMONITORY PROVIDENCE. 


The following remarkable providence, which tranfpired in the neigh. 
bourhood of the writer, is fubmitted to the Editors. 





A CANDIDATE for the gofpel miniftry was lately invited 
to fettle over a congregational fociety in Maffachufetts. In giving 
the invitation, there was a general union in the church and fociety, 
A few, however, on the ground of religious fentiment, were op- 
pofed to the fettlement. Among the oppofers, one man was ex- 
ceedingly bitter. ‘This man was open and explicit in exprefling 
the hatred of his heart toward thofe doctrines, commonly called 
the doétrines of grace, that were preached by the candidate. 
The invitation was accepted, and the day appointed for the pub- 
lic confecration. A few weeks previous to the day, in converfa- 
tion with fome neighbours on the fubject of the candidate’s fettle- 
ment among them, the man uttered himfelf in the following man- 
ner, * | wifh i may die before he is fettled here.”” ‘The appointed 
day approached, and the man remained unrelenting in his oppo- 
fition. Onthe morning of the Sabbath preceding the day of 
ordination, being in ufual health and bufied in fome domettic 
concern, he was feized in a very furprifing manner. Inan unex- 
pected moment, he was itriken into a ftate of infenfibility, {fpeech- 
lefs and helplefs. In this melancholy ftate he continued till 
Wednefday morning, the day for ordination, when, about two 
hours before the commencement of the public folemnities, ac- 
cording to his own defire, he expired. His cafe was fo extraordi+ 
nary as to baffle the attempts of {kilful phyficians, either to reftore 
him, or fatisfy themfelves as to the natural caufe of his fituation. 
To all, who witnefled the folemn {cene, it evidently appeared, 


that, like Uzzah, for his prefumption in touching the ark, this man 


was {mitten by the hand of the Lord. 

This alarming providence fpeaks with warning voice to two 
claffes of finners. Thofe who wantonly trifle with fuch folemn 
things as death and eternity, are admonifhed to think of that 


miferable man, and ferioufly confider the impiety and danger 4 
fuc 
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fuch prefumption. What a profane ufe is often made of death, 
as well asthe name of God, thofe, who are converfant in the 
world, too well know. Let thofe, who trifle with facred things, 
and imprecate death and damnation on themfelves, refle& on the 
awful confequences, which they would realize, fhould God take 
them attheir word! In the above inftance, it feems that God, in 
anger, granted the prefumptuous wifh. 

This affecting event may be improved as a warning to the vir~ 
ulent oppofers of divine truth, and of the faithful preachers of 
the gofpel. Thofe, who oppofe the pious ambafladors of the 
Lord, as fuch, touch the apple of his eye, and are, fometimes, 
brought to a miferable end, to deter others from fighting againft 
God. Chrift fays, he that defpifeth his children, efpecially his 
minifters, defpifeth him; and a man had better be caft into the 
depth of the fea, with a millftone about his neck, than offend one 
of his little ones. 


THE UNFAITHFUL SHEPHERD. 


ON the plains of Pampas, whofe herbage is perfumed with 
flowers, whofe ftreams glitter with fands of gold, whofe groves 
are vocal with fong, Lorenzo tended the flock of Chreefhno. His 
mafter furnifhed him all that was convenient and pleafant. Or- 
ange groves fhaded his dwelling ; the majeftic La Plata rolled its 

waters on the north; the diftant fpires of Buenos Ayres fhone like 
meteors of light ; ; the towering mountains of the weft reminded 
him of the rifing fun, before it was vifible from his refidence. 
His mind was informed, his manners polifhed, his heart fympa- 
thetic, his name beloved. His fituation and employment were 
enchanting. Luxurious leifure, inftruments of mufic, and all the 
beauties of nature, delighted his folitary hours. Invited to the 
manfions of the rich, he carried with him hilarity and mirth, a 
cheerful heart, a fmiling countenance, the with to pleafe and 
power to charm. Chreefhno had given hima map of the coun- 
try, exhibiting each fertile valley, dangerous precipice, barren 
defert, and howling foreft. Telefcopes of various powers made 
vifible every enemy before he came near. 

The moft eminent ufefulnefs encouraged the labours of Lorenzo; 
yet by an ill judged tendernefs, his exertions were fatal to many, and 
injurious to all bis flock. He never alarmed, he never difturbed 
them. If oppreffed by the heat of the climate, they reclined under 
the fhade, till famine or death came upon them ; his feelings forbade 
him to roufe them. If they. wandered round ftagnant pools, 
till the noxious effuvia produced contagion and difeate, he could 
not pain himfelt to drive them away. If he faw them loiter on 
tracts of barrennefs and defolation, there they remained, tili con- 
fumptios 
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fumption wafted their lives. If he faw the wayward afcend a 
dangerous fummit, he dared not lift his warning voice, leit he 
fhould frighten them, and difturb others. If robbers entered his 
fold, his care and labour were leflened, and this comforted his 
heart. Such was his floth; nor were his labours lefs fatal. 
While his lambs were falling from the craggy precipice, he was 
building fences round the pleafant ponds ; while they were fink. 
ing in miry {wamps, he was obftrudting their afcent to the grafly 
hills ; while they were nibbling plants of poifon, he was exploring 
the woods, hunting for beatts ‘of prey. By this mode of condu& 
he faw his flock daily perifh around him; the fields were white 
with their bones, and the furvivors were expofed to the fame ruin. 
Yet Lorenzo had the reputation of an excellent fhepherd. He 
feemed never to abufe his flock ; they did as they pleafed. Some- 
times the dying caft on him an anxious, accufing, and terrific gaze, 
which for a moment pierced his heart with terror; but from the 
malignity of their difeate, their voice of agony was foon loft in the 
filence of death, and his wonted gaiety returned. 

Reader, fupprefs thine indignation againlt Lorenzo.  Seef 
thou yonder group ; the undevout and gay fucceffors of the fith- 
ermen of Galilee? When their people are moft abforbed in the 
world, and enchanted with finful indulgences, they feize that time 
to declaim againft the evils of fevere difcipline, and the melan- 
choly effeés of rigid felf-denial. When their people confume 
their time between the toils of bufinefs, the licentioufnefs of a bail 
room, a voluptuous fealt, a card table, a jovial party, or a play 
hovie; then their arguments are warm, their words glow, their 
ingenuity aftonifhes, while they fhow how much a man may in- 
dulge his paflions; how natural, how delectable, how innocent, 
are fuch pleafures. 

When their people have fo departed from the opinions, man- 
ners, and religion of their fathers, that their fathers would not know 
them; then thefe paltors feleét and fet in order all the weaknefles, 
and errors, and faults of other times. When their hearers, inftead 
of being cumbered with prejudices and attachments in favour of 
former days, are proud to defpife authority, and to adopt opinions, 
whimfical and abfurd, becaufe they are new; then are they told 
how happy is independence of thinking, how dangerous it is to be 
influenced by others ; that, therefore, creeds, and conteffions, and 
fyftems, blaft the buds of genius, and paralize all the powers of the 
mind. When men are very indifferent what others or themfelves 
believe, or whether they believe any thing ferious; then do they 
hear the molt heart felt complaints, the moft difmal mournings 
againit perfecution, bigotry, and intolerance. Liberality and 
catholicifm are as fluently repeated, as if they had a charm to in- 
fpire with grace and wifdom. 

Infteac 
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Inftead of announcing the terrors of the Lord, and declaring 
the whole counfel of God, thefe paftors coldly defcribe the beau- 
ties of morality, the conveniences of Chriltianity, and the profitablene/s 
of a godly lite. A meafure jult as wife, as if they attempted to 
warm themfelves by the reprefentation of /Ztna, entertain their 
friends with the pidure of a feait, make themfelves rich by feeing 
the plan of a commercial city, or defend themfelves in a fiege with 
the Aiflory of a battle. 

Inftead of fhewing their people how Paul argued, and Jefus 

reached, they inform them how Plato reafoned, and Tully fpoke. 
Inftead of proving from the word of God the depravity of man, 
and the ruin coming on a// impenitent finners, they inveigh againit 
a few perfons, who have been publicans or harlots, thieves or mur- 
derers. Inftead of fhowing their hearers that the Son of God has 
borne our fins in his own body, made propitiation for fin, that all 
men fhould honour the Son, as they honour the Father; they flor- 
idly declaim refpecting the benevolence of Deity in appointing the 
man Chrift Jefus to be anexample to believers; by his blood, feal- 
ing the truth of his miffion ; by his refplendent virtues, rifing above 
Mofes, Mango Capac, or Mahomet. Inftead of warning the 
rich againit pride and luxury, the poor againft difhonefty and dif- 
content, the young againft licentioufnefs and vanity, and thofe 
advanced in life againft love of the world, and felfifhnets, they 
fpeak of thefe fins in fuch a general manner, that no individual, or 
clafs of individuals, feems to be reproved ; not one is made to feel 
guilty. When the poor in fpirit are hungry for the bread of life ; 
when awakened {inners inquire what they mult do to be faved ; 
when their bodies tremble, when every nerve is torture, and every 
thought is anguifh, then inftead of being cheered with the glad 
tidings of gofpel merey, and the promifes of the Saviour, they are 
told the evils of fanaticifm, the danger of dwelling on gloomy and 
terrible fubjeéts ; they are prefented with the eloauence ef the ora- 
tor, the prettine/s of his delivery, the logic of his arguments, the 
harmony of his ftyle, and the f{plendour of his figures. Thefe, like 
amerry fong in a funeral proceffion, increafe the gloom, and 
pierce the heart with new miferies. 

Ye ordaining councils! from you we demand the fouls deftroyed 
by thefe wayward paftors. Why lay ye “ hands on fkulls that 
cannot teach, and will not learn ?” on thofe infinitely more cruel 
aud wicked, than Lorenzo the fhepherd ? 

EUSEBIUS. 
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Selections, 


KEMINENT WITNESSES TO EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION. 


(Continued from p. 309.) 
XV ILI. 


JOHN LORD HARRINGTON.* 
Born A.D. 1592. Died 1613—14. 


HIS pious young nobleman was the intimate friend and 

correfpondent of the preceding prince Henry. He poffeff- 

ed good natural parts, and had an education fuitable to his rank ; 

but was chiefly eminent for his piety and religion, which was very 
uncommon. 

He was particularly ftrict in family duty, and in the devotion of 
the Sabbath. He made it his con{tant practice to keep a diary of 
his experience, in which he carefully minuted his progrefs in the 
divine life, and the additional ftrength he gained from time to time 
over his natural corruptions. 

In his laft ficknefs he rightly apprehended his diffolution drew 
near ; as hi: illnefs appeared to be the effect of fome flow, but fa- 
tal, poifon, received from the Jefuits, as was fuppofed, during his 
foreign travels. 

Death, however, was no objeét of terror to him, for he earneftly 
defired his celeftial home. But about two hours before his deceafe 
he declared that he ftill felt the * comfort and joys of affured falva- 
tion by Chrift Jefus.’ And when the hour of his departure arriv- 
ed, he exclaimed, * O that joy! O, my God, when fhall I be with 
thee !”’ 

‘Thus lived and died this excellent young man, within twelve 
months after fucceeding to his father’s title and eftate, as lord Har- 
rington of Exton. 


NO. XIX. LADY LUCY JERVOICE.+ 
Died 1641. 


THIS lady was not only ‘diftinguifhed for eminent and 
evangelical piety and virtue; but in her laft ficknefs had re- 
markable experience of the power of divine grace, which alone ts 
able to adminilter “living comforts in dying moments.” 

Having had fome trying fenfations of f{piritual defertion, fhe one 
day, in her laft ficknefs, cried out to a friend, “ O he is come! 
heis come.” ‘ Who is come ?” faid her friend. “ The Spirit of 
comfort is come, and hath tettified to my fpirit that Jefus Chritt ts 
mine ; and that, through him, heaven fhall be mine er 

After 


* Nuge Antq. and Clark’s Lives. + Wilford’s Lives. 
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After this fhe called together her children and bleffed them in 
thefe emphatic words—* The God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, 
the God of Jacob, blefs you, and beftow upon you, not greatnefs, 
but goodnefs ; not riches, but righteoufnefs, and the graces of his 
Holy Spirit, that every one of you may live in the fear of God, in 
the faith of Chrift, in all duty and obedience to your father, 
and true love to one another, all the days of your life.” 


( Zo be continued. ) 


+ a 


THOUGHTS ON ETERNITY. 
ETERNITY ! What is it ? Who can explain it? Who can 


comprehend it? Eternity is a duration without limits. Properly 
{fpeaking, that only is eternal which hath neither beginning nor end. 
In this fenfe, God alone is eternal. He is the fame from everlafling to 
everlafling ; the high and lofty One who inhabiteth eternity. ‘There are 
fome creatures which have both a beginning andan end,as the whole 
brute creation. ‘There are others which have had a beginning, but 
fhall have no end; fuch are angels and the {fpiritsof men; But O! 
how deeply does it concern a creature, born to live forever, to make 
himfelf acquainted with that future {tate to which he is haltening : 
and what fubjeét is more fuited to reltrain the licentioutnefs of this 
thoughtlefs age, than that of efernity! Let a few minutes then be 
devoted to the ferious perufal of the following pages. 

The foul of manis immortal. This is a principle on which all 
the divine difpenfations are founded. It is abundantly afferted in 
the book of God. Our Saviour maintains the future exiftence of 
the foul, from God’s calling himfelf the God of Abraham, liaac, 
and Jacob, many years after their death ; For God, faid he, is not 
a God of the dead, but of the living. ‘The fame divine ‘Veacher afferts, 
that though men may kill the body, they cannot kill the foul; but if the 
foul died with the body, or ceafed to think or a& after death, they 
might kill the foul as well as the body. ‘The apoitles {peak of giv- 
ing up the ghofl, (or {pirit) of the /pirits of wicked men deing in pri/on ; 
and of the /pirits of juff men being made perfed. 

The Scriptures alfo {peak of a ftate of happinefs in heaven, and 
a ftate of mifery in hell, and affirm that each of thefe is eterna/. 

Thus we frequently read of eternal lifc—eternal redemption, and eter- 
nal glory. The houfe to which good men fhall be removed, ts efer- 
nal in the heavens. ‘The kingdom which they fhall pofiets is an ever- 
lafting kingdom. Their happinels is called an eternal weight of glory, 
and it is faid, they Soall be forever eith the Lord. 

The mifery of hell is alfo eternal. Our Lord fpeaking of it, calls 
it the fire that never fball be quenched 5 ; and this he repeats no lefs than 
four times. St. Paul fays, that the wicked “ /hall be punifbed with 
Vol. IV. No. 9. Uv ewerlafling 
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everlafting deftrudion.” Jude {peaks of the inhabitants of Sodom, as 
Juffering the vengeance of eternal fire. Our Lord alfo defcribing the 
day of judgment, fays, the wicked fall go away into everlafiing punijb- 
ment. 

How aftonifhing then is the folly and the madnefs of mankind! 
One would imagine from their condué, that they expeé to die either 
like the brutes, or elfe that God hdd no wrath for them to fear, 
and no mercy for them to defire. Look into the lives of men in gen- 
eral, and you will fee that vilible and temporal things appear to 
them the moft important ; unfeen and eternal things the mott trif- 
ling. ‘They are eager to provide for their frail dying bodies, and 
to heap up wealth which they cannot carry with them ; but take lit. 
tle or no care of the nobler part of their nature, their mever dying 
fouls. ‘They are every day laying up for years to come, but take 
no thought for eternity. ‘They are diligent in trading, but negli- 
gent in praying. ‘Their fhop books are duly pofted, but they fel- 
dom confult the book of God. Some who have lived 60 or 70 
years, and know that eternity cannot be far off, have perhaps, never 
fpent one ferious hour in inquiring into the ftate of their touls, 
and what preparation is neceflary for eternity. There are others !efs 
bufy about temporal concerns, but equally carelefs about eternal 
ones. ‘They walte that precious time in unneceflary fleep or rec- 
reation, which was given to them to improve for eternity. They 
contriveathoufand methods to kill time. They wafte God’s facred 
time as well as their own, and will not devote even the thort inter- 
val of a Sabbath to confider the things that make for their eternal 
happinefs. “ ‘The life everlatting”’ is indeed an article of their creed, 
but is ftrangely forgotten and loft fight of. The warnings of con- 
fcience, the admonitions of friends, have no abiding effet on their 
mind. ‘Thus they go on, ina reund of folly and impenitence, till 
their foot flippeth in ‘fome dreadful moment, and they are loft for- 
ever ! 

One of the fathers, with great beauty and propriety, calls death, 
“ the gate of eternity.” The death of a human creature is his pafling 
Out of time into eternity ; and what event can be more folemn? Yet 
this is fo common, that we feldom make any ferious reflections on 
it, and talk of it with as much indifference as any common article of 
news. With regard to death itfelf, there is one event to the right- 
¢ous and to the wicked : but O, what a vat difference immediately 
fucceeds ! To each their time of trial is ended, and their eternal 
ftate is begun. ‘The righteous man puts off the body with all its 
cares, temptations and forrows : his foul afcends to God, and en- 
ters upon everlafting reft, fecurity and joy. What a glorious and 
delightful change! The finner likewife changes his temporal for 
eternal things, but it is for torment and mifery. When a wicked 
man dieth, faith Solomon, dis expeation fhall perifh, and the hope of un- 
juft men peritheth. Fis laft breath, and his laft hope, expire together. 
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He fhall never hear preaching or praying any more ; never re- 
ceive ONe More invitation of mercy. He is brought to the bar of 
God, to give an account of the time, the means and advantages he 
hath enjoyed, and to receive his doom. This is the portion of a 
wicked man! And is it not then an awful thing to die? You will 
think fo when the king of terrors feizes you. A man of humour, in 
his gay hours, wrote and publifhed a hiftory of thofe who had died 
jefting ; but he folemnly retracted it in writing, on his death-bed : 
for he found that death was no jeflling matter. ‘ 4h! Eternity! 
Eternity ! {aid a gracelefs wretch when dying, looking difmally at 
thofe about him, and there he ftopped : he faid no more ; more he 
could not fay ; more he needed not to fay. Ponder upon this ex- 
ample, and if you dread fuch a death, do not lead fuch a life. 

(To be continued. ) 


- aD + ee - 


A JUST COMPLAINT. 


MR. EDITOR, 





AS I have claims to the higheft antiquity, and my exellence has 
been univerfally acknowledged by the churches, | prefume to ftate 
my complaints to you, hoping through the medium of your publi- 
cation, to obtain a redrefs of my grievances. 

I was conceived from eternity, brought forth in the garden of Par- 
adife, and remained im a ftate of infancy till the time of the King 
of Jefhurun ; when my growth was very rapid. From this period, 
till the return of the captive Jews from Babylon to Jerufalem, I 
gradually increafed in fize as in years. After this, for 200 years 
or more, my growth was greatly retarded ; but at the zra when 


arts and fciences attained their higheft elevation, from the birth, 


of a great perfonage, in the reign of Augultus Cefar, I expected to 
increafe both in ftature and vigour. My hopes were not difap- 
pointed ; fo that in lefs than a century (which was to me but a lit- 
tle time) I arrived to my perfe& ftature. 

My travels have been very extenfive, teaching, at the fame mo- 
ment, myriads of perfons of different nations and tongues ; yet few 
people have been treated with fuch indifference, prejudice, and cons 
tempt as myfelf. In fome aflemblies I have been obliged to fpeak 
in alanguage not to be underftood by many of the people ; and the 
poor, in fome countries, dare not fo much as look at me. In 
England thefe abufes have been removed. I have appeared regu. 
larly twice a day in fome affemblies ; and in the courfe of the year, 
have faid all that I wifhed to fay ; yet I am fometimes offended, 
when a certain perfon fuperfedes me, for heis but Apocryphal. I 
however bluth to fay, that in a city, whofe commerce exceeds that 
of ancient Tyre and Sidon, and whofe inhabitants have fhewn great 
gp *eSicn for me, I have not been permitted for years (except on 
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fome fpecial occafions) to {peak one connected difcourfe. I hope 
this ‘arifes from inconfideration, rather than from any diflike which 
they beargi me. 

Amongtt prophets, priefts, and kings, and the moft excellent of 
the earth, I have been in the habit of attending in their clofets and 
families. Some do ftill retain me ; but far the geateit part of man- 
kind have thruft me out of doors. 

There is one circumi{tance which grieves me much, and it hap. 
pens even in thofe temples where I am moft honoured. Some 
time fince [ was paffing by a place of diflipation ; and read on its 
folded doors, before which a crowd impatiently waited, ** The doors 
will be opened precifely at half paft Six, and begin at Seven.” 
A. few moments of the time were wanting ; which no fooner expir- 
ed, than the crowd forced its way through a paflage into the build- 
ing. I inquired what could excite fuch earneltnefs not to be too 
Jate. A man, of grave appearance, faid I need not wonder, for it 
was a place of worthip; and that the deity who received their hom. 
age was the god of this world. It was Saturday night, I therefore 
haftened home ; and on the next morning appeared in the public 
affembly. After one of my minifters had invoked the blefling of 
God on what I fhould pronounce, I opened my lips; at the fame 
moment, the angels of heaven, bowing their heads, noticed every 
fentence : “ which things they defire to look into.” But how great 
was my aftonifhment, when looking round the affembly, there ap- 
peared not more than one third prefent of thofe who ufually at- 
tend ; and, to add to my grief, I could fcarcely be heard ; what 
with the interruptions made by the entrance of the people ; the buzz 
of thofe who were pafling each other in their feats, the rifing up and 
fitting down of others, and the noife of the doors. I proceeded no 
farther, and went out. My forrow was, however, ftill increafed, 
when paffing by the doors of the houle of my God, I overheard 
the following dialogue : 

A. Are we in time? 

B. O yes ; the prayer is not yet begun. 

4 Well, then, I am time enough ! 

“ Time enough,” faid I! “ What ! am I then of no importance ! 
I who dwelt in the heart of Chrift, cannot I gain admittance to the 
ears of this people! Time enough! when God faith, “ Wherefo- 
ever I record my name, I will come unto you and blefs you.” 
My God, Mr. Editor, will certainly vindicate my caufe, and in- 
quire the reafon why men will not come to hear 

Your much neglected Friend, 
Tue BIBLE. 
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MORAL INABILITY PROVED FROM SCRIPTURE. 





AvttuouGcu much has been ably written on the fabjeMPof natural 
and moral inability, its nature and importance do not appear to be 
well underftood by many readers. Probably this may be owing, 
in fome meafure, to the want of a few plain fcripture examples, 
If two or three may be likely to yield more fatisfa@ion, with fome 
defcription of profeflors, than the ufual laboured mode of fome 
writers to explain it, it were eafy to feleé&t them. Thus, in Luke xi. 
7, 8, where the perfon applies to his friend at midnight for a few 
loaves, his excufe for declining the application, * I cannot rife and 
give thee,”’—-our Lord interprets by ‘* will. not.” * I fay unto you 
though he will not rife,’ &c. ‘The young man (Matthew xxi.) 
that was commanded to fell his property, and give to the poor, 
with the promife of atreafure in heaven (fee v. 2g) had it as much 
in his power to comply, in a natural fenfe, as the man in the above 
parable. Both, however, wanted inclination and will (or moral 
ability) ; and neither could properly plead any other excufe for 
non-compliance than was owing to this caufe. 

When the apoftle John obferves, that “ whofoever is born of God 
cannot fin, becaufe he is born of God,’’ none will difpute, and all 
will perceive, that fuch a perfon has it as much in his power to fin, 
as to natural ability, as ever: but his inclination and will are now 
againft fin; and he is no otherwife unable to fin than in this veiw 
and on this.account: the love of holinefs morally difables him 
from finning. In fome fuch fenfe as this, we muft probably under- 
ftand the limitations of the divine power itfelf: for God’s abili- 
ty can be fubject to no other reftriétions than what his fovereign 
purpofe and will have impofed. He has, unqueftionably, natural 
ability to fave all; but according to his purpofe and will, he is 
able finally to fave only thofe that come unto him by Chrift Jefus.* 

We cannot, however, lay the blame of a difobedient life any 
where but on our own evil, perverfe natures : for we purfue our 
own will and inclination, in preferring folly to wifdom, and iniquity 
to holinefs. We love darknefs rather than light, while our deeds 
are evil: and this is, undeniably, our reafon for following the 
works of darknefs, and not becaufe we have no natural ability to 
renounce them. Nor, had we any other plea for rejecting Chrift 
and his kingdom, in our natural ftate, than what ought to be 
fought for in the perverfenefs of our wills ; ‘ we would not have 
this man to reign over us:”? we did not like it. Hence it happen- 
eth, that when once finners are willing, in earneft, to be faved, 
all difficulties in the way prefently vanifh; they find a willing 
Chrift and faithful promifes ; and along with thefe, ability to for- 
fake all for them. So true is it, that nothing keeps us from 


2. Chrift, 
, * Heb. vil. 25. 











































$50 Moral Inability proved from Scripture.  [ Feb, 


Chrift, but the difinclination of a fenfual mind and unbelieving 
heart.t We will not come to Chrift for happinefs, but are quite 
willing to.go elfewhere: becaufe that better fuits our foolifh im- 
agination €. depraved talte. This is our cannot, which leaves us 
under all the guilt of a wiil not.§ 

It has, I think, been deemed the groffeft Arminianifm for a 
preacher to fay, “ We may all be faved if we will;” but it feems 
perfe&ly confiftent with the foundeft Calvinifm and plaineft 
Scriptures, fince nothing but a will is requifite to be made par- 
takers of divine bleflings. ‘ Whoioever will, let him come and 
take of the waters of life freely.”” It is, moreover, as comfortable 
Calvinifm to thofe who defire, above all things, to be faved, as that 
God hath no pleafure in the death of the finner, but rather that he 
turn and live; for if they are truly willing, grace has made them 
fo; and what is there to hinder their falvation, when God is as 
willing as they? This, however, 1 may be needful to remark, is 
more than a feeble, indolent, ineffeftive wiih. It is that which 
originates in the power of God, and is effectual to all the pur- 
pofes of fubjection to his will, and delight in his fervice and ways ; 
*¢ for it is God that works in us both to will and to do ;” though 
it is purely Our work to oppofe his will, by obeying our own. 

It will hence appear, that the above diitin@ion is not fo trifling 
and unimportant, as fome would have us believe ; for it obvioufly 
enters into the compofition of divine truth, and makes no incon- 
fiderable part of our own experience. It is clear alfo, that fin- 
ners are not dead, in the fenfe of {tones and pofts; for then they 
would be as innocent as they, in the gratification of every evil 
propenfity. Nor, in that cafe, would the Spirit of God have em- 
ployed entreaties, warnings, expoftulations, invitations, &c. to per- 
fuade and to overcome their prejudices, difinclinations and aver- 
fions. It is more certain that {piritual death is defcribed as a 
fleep,* in which all the powers of the mind are entombed in igno- 
rance and kept under the dominion of flefh ; for “to be carnally 
minded is death.” A death more nearly a-kin to that of the dev- 
il, which confifts in pride, hatred, enmity, and alienation of heart 
from God, than to that of a fenfelefs log of wood. Thanks be to 
God, if he hath conquered our hearts, and made us willing in the 
day of his power! for, like others, we were deftroying ourtelves, 
by willingly following the devices and defires of our own hearts, 
even when the light of truth and ftrong convictions oppofed us 
pherein. Lond. Evan. Mag, 


¢ John v.40. §Isa,i. 19, 20. Ps. Ixxxi. 11,12. * Eph. v. 14. 





ai 





1807. } Hampshire Missionary Society. 351 


Religious Gntelligence, 


UNITED STATES. 


Report of the Trustees of the Hamp- 
shire Missionary Society, made at 
their Annual Meeting i in Northamp- 
ton, the last Thursday in August, 
1806. 


Tue Trustees inform the Society, 
that the missionaries, employed the 
Jast year, completed their respective 
Missions without any special incon- 
venience, with honour to themselves, 
and advantage and success to the 
common cause. 

Rev. Messrs. Payson Williston and 
Thomas H. Wood, laboured in the 
counties of Onondago and Chenan- 
co; each of them fh fteent weeks. Mr. 
Wood rode 1400 miles, preached 70 
sermons, administered the Lord’s 
supper once, baptism 15 times, vis- 
ited 11 schools and about 300 fami- 
lies, attended several conferences 
and distributed the Society’s books, 
as he had opportunity, and found 
there was need. 

Ar. Williston was not less active, 
laborious and faithful in performing 
the several parts of his mission. 

Rey. Royal Phelps performed a 
mission to the westward of only 8 
weeks. From his journal it appears 
that he had a truly missionary spirit, 
and laboured without ceasing, and 
to much effect. These missiona- 
ries, who have entirely approved 
themselves to the Trustees, assure 
you of the respect with which they 
were commonly treated : of the readi- 
ness shewn to hear the word preach- 

ed; to receive more private instruc- 
tion and attend conferences for relig- 
ious conversation. Their services 
were gratefully acknowledged. <A 
repetition of similar ones earnestly 
requested, missionary institutions 
highly estimated, and their benevo- 
lent exertions, almost every where 
thankfully owned. Often it was 
difficult for the people to utter all 
they wished and experienced. In 


divers places afi hearing ear was 
granted. The hearers -hung on the 
lips of the animated speaker ; eager 
to hear, desirous to improve, slow te 
depart and ready to return. im- 
pressions were made by the truth, 
fuithfully and powerfully preached, 
which, it is hoped, will be perma- 
nent. The Holy Spirit working 
effectually with the word: renewing 
the heart and reforming the life. 
They state that such is the destitute 
and helpless condition of many of the 
new settlements, that they still great- 
lv, and probably will long need all, 
which the funds of this society, and 
other societies, will be able to do for 
their relief. Many of the infant 
plantations are small and scattered : 
some of them are divided in their reli- 
gious opinions, and some are broken 
by sharp and unchristian contentions. 
Messrs. Williston and Wood hada 
friendly interview with the New- 
Stockbridge Indians, under the imme- 
diate care of the Rev. Mr. Ser- 
GEANT. Something was said relative 
to a mission among some remote 
tribes of Indians; particularly the 

Miami and Delaware. Though at 
present your funds are small, and 
though few are qualified, and inelin- 
ed to undertake such a mission, and 
though yet little is doing, the friends 
of souls are earnestly looking for 
the time when a wider door may be 
opened to preach to the natives the 
everlasting gospel of the blessed God 
and our Saviour. 

Rev. Messrs. Joseph Field, Sam- 
uel Sewalland John Dutton fulfilled a 
mission, in the whole, of fifty-four 
weeks, in the counties of Oxford and 
Kennebec in the District of Maine. 
Mr. Field preached 83 times ; 35 on 
the Lord’s day, and 48 on other days ; 
administered the Lord’s supper four 
times, and seven baptisms, inspected 
schools and attended funerals. Mr. 


Sewall rode neagly 1400 miles, preach- 
ed 
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ed 133 sermons, visited private fami- 
lies, attended conferences, and per- 
formed other missionary labours. 

Mr. Datton was equally disposed 
and enabled to discharge the impor- 
tant trust committed to him. They 
rendered useful services to the Socie- 
ty ; their labours were gratefully re- 
ceived and crowned with success. 
All your missionaries agree in the 
utility and necessity of continuing 
these missions, of increasing the 
number of labourers, and contracting 
the field of labour. 

The labourers being few and their 
harvest plenteous, and desirous of do- 
ing more good, the field of labour 
tay be improperly extended and the 
proposed effect diminished. Every 
thing cannot be effected, and should 
not be attempted, by a few persons 
in a short time, embracing a large 
extent of territory in their commis- 
sion. . Fearing lest they should not 
do what is expected and allotted 
them, they are induced to pass rapid- 
ly from place to place, and lessen 
their ministerial services. They 
cannot do what they would. Could 
three objects be gained ; an increase 
of missionaries, a contraction of their 
limits, and a lengthening of their 
missions, much greater good would 
be effected. At present necessity 
restrains your operations. Prov- 
idence may in time remove these dif- 
ficulties, brighten your prospects, en- 
large your funds, and furnish sufii- 
cient numbers to preach in remote 
parts the unsearchable riches of 
Curist, to the instruction, conver- 
sion and salvation of many thousands 
of precious and immortal souls. 
Larger contributions have been made 
to the funds in the new settlements 
the last year, than before. 

The Trustees at their last annual 
meeting appropriated for the present 
year, for missions, a sum not exceed- 
ing 990 dellars, and for books the suin 
of 400 dollars. You have now five 
missionaries in your employment 
Rev. Messrs. Joseph Blodget, Day- 
id H. Williston, John Dutton, 
Royal Phelps and "Nathaniel Dutton. 
Messrs. Blodget, Williston and John 
Dutton, are employed in Qxford and 
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Kennebec counties, for fifty weeks in 
the whole. Messrs. Phelps and Na- 
thaniel Dutton, are employed in 
Onondago and Chenango counties 
and on the Black river, for fifty-two 
weeks, making in the whole 102 
weeks’ service for 856 dollars. 

As yet but a few communications 
have been received from the mission- 
aries ; these are of an encouraging 
and pleasing nature. As in forme. ° 
years the Trustees have attended to 
the distribution of books. They con- 
ceive that this object justiy claims 
much attention, and must claim it in 
future. In this way continual and 
rich instruction is easily, cheaply, 
and extensively diffused. The books 
which have been sent this year to be 
distributed will appear by document 
(A) as will those which are now on 
hand. | 

Availing themselves of a large im. 
pression of Vincent’s Explanation of 
the Assembly’s Catechism, a very valu- 
able work, made at the desire of sev. 
eral Associations, the Trustees have 


taken for the Society’s benefit 700 co- 


pies at a very reasonable price ; one 
hundred and sixty of which have been 
exchanged for 2,000 sheets of Tracts 
and other works proper for distribu. 
tion. Bound with Vincent, is a well 
written address on the subject or 
prayer and family religion, by Rev. 

Dr. Trumbull. Theneat profits of a 
good work, called the Panoplist, ari- 
sing from the sales in this county, 
have been oifered by the Editors for 
vour benefit ; and will add betweey 
70 and 100 dollars te your funds for 
the present year. The Trustees state 
that several donations have beei 
made by individuals, well wishers to 
the cause. Hon. William Phillips, 

Esq. of Boston, has given fifty dollars ; 
which has been acknowledged in & 
letter of thanks addressed to him.— 


A. This document exhibits a lis: 
of the books sent for distribution into 
the new settlements, by the trustees oj 
the Society in 1806. The total num- 
ber of the books and tracts was 4331. 


Liberal 
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Liberal sums have been received this 
year from the Fefnale Association: 
see document (B.) It is believed 


that many streams will yet flow from - 


that source into your treasury, which 
will benefit and rejoice those who 
need and desire pious instruction. 
The charitable contributions made at 
different times since the last meeting 
have increased the funds. The annui- 
tics have been generally though not 
wholly paid. Various reasons may 
have produced a temporary delay. 
Seasonable payments are useful and 
enriching to the funds: as monies, 
not soon needed, are loaned. The 
monies which have been received for 
the funds, will appear from docu- 
ment (B & C) being 1303 dolls. 34 
1-2 cts. The expenditures from 
document (D) amounting to 1142 
dolls. 53 1-2 cts. The present state 
of the Treasury with the report of 


B.& C. These documents exhibit a 
statement of the increase of the funds 
of the Society, from Aug. 29, 1895, 
to Aug. 28, 1806, of which the follow- 


ing is a summary: 


By Female Charitable Asso- D. 6. 
tions 289 69 


Towns in the county of 


Hampshire 851 95 
Out of the county 66 50 
New settlements 66 49 
Profits of Doddridge’s Rise 

and Progress 28 71 





Total, 1303 34 


D. The following is a summary 
of the expenditures of the Society be- 
tween August 1805, and August 1806, 
as exhibited in this document. 





Missionaries 711 14 
Books $80 66 
Indian Youths 10 00 
Contingent 40 73 
1142 53 

No. 9. Vol. IV. Ww 
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the Auditing Committee from docu. 
ment (E.) 

The Trustees hope they can say, 
Hitherto hath the Lord owned and 
prospered the institution. Many 
have been disposed to advance this 
greatand good work. While some 
have readily honoured the Lord with 
their substance, and repeatedly con- 
secrated a part of their earthly treas- 
ures to charitable uses ; others have 
been found and inclined to carry into 
full effect the benevolent designs of 
the Society. The liberal aid afford- 
ed by numerous female associations 
for the purchase of Bibles and other 
suitable books, should not be forgot- 
ten andsuppressed. Nosmall praise 
is due to Gop for this very thing. 
It is what might have been looked 
for from the readiness of pious and 
charitable women to do good ; from 
their compassion for souls and their 
earnest desire to spread the truth. 

The present state of the funds will 
not let us doubt of being able to fur- 
nish future supplies, for our distant 
settlements. But, since continued 
efforts require continued supplies, 

the 


E. The Committee appointed by 
the Hampshire Missionary Society, at 
their meeting in August, 1805, to ex- 
amine and report the state of the Trea- 
sury, ask leave to report : 

That they have examined the Trea- 
surer’s accounts, and jind them regu- 
larly charged, well vouched and right- 


ly cast ; that there is now in the hands 


of the Treasurer in cash the sum of 
$26 65 
In promissory notes, with good 
sureties, on interest, the 2056 55 
sum of 
Amounting to the sum of 





2083 20 
Which is humbly submitted. 


Asa White, Audit’ g 
Jona. Woonsrince, Com- 
NATHANIEL Ety, mittee. 


Northampton, Aug. 26, 1806. 
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the friends of Curist and humanity 
will not discontinue them. Having 
begun. well, they will go on and fur- 
ther the important design. Many 
considerations will powerfully resist 
fainting and weariness in this.accept- 
able service of Christian love. K 
willbe useful frequently to recollect 
how many societies of Christians are 
engaged in this work. With what 
views, in what ways and to what 
glorious purposes they pursue it: 
‘How their love and zeal,. their faith 
and hope grow exceedingly. Plans 
are ripened, means provided and in- 
struments furnished to undertake 
very laborious, difficult and hazard- 
ous enterprizes in the cause of the 
dear Immanuel. In Europe this 
work is pursued with unremitted as- 
siduity and unabated zeal, with san- 
guine expectation and ever memo- 
rable success. In this country too, 
the same spirit, kindled from above, 

ws, spreads and strengthens. 


Imost throughout the United States- 


similar societies are formed, meas- 
ures adopted, monies.collected,. and 
persons employed to spread the sa- 
vour of divine truth far and wide. 
The gospefof Curisr is thus preach- 
ed to multitudes, who, without such 
benevolent aid, would live destitute 
of the means of ae ee deep 
into ignorance and error, and proba- 
bly transmit a dreadful and:odious 
inheritance of ignorance, error and 
corruption to their posterity. It is 
not easy for those, who have been 
always favoured with a fulness of re- 
ligious advantages, duly to estimate 
their own mercies or keenly ‘eek 
for their brethren famishing for 
want of the bread of life. 
_  It°is refreshing and animating to 
dwell upon tlie good already produc- 
ed. The solitary place hath been 
made glad, and in the desert they 
have sung the songs of Zion. Church- 
es have been planted, ministers set- 
tled, and the word and institutions 
ef Curist have proved the power 
or Gop and the wisdom of Gon unto 


the spiritual good of perishing sin- 
mers. The eyes of the blind have 


been opened, and the ears of the 
deaf have been unstopped ; the lame 
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have leaped, and the dumb have 
sung the praises of redeeming love. 
Christians have been edified, quick- 
ened, comforted and sanctified by 
the truth, ordinances and grace of 
Christ. This is the work of God; 
wondrous and joyous to our minds 
and hearts. 

It.is an high honour'to be work- 
ers together with God in forwarding 
the work of redemption, in building. 
up Zion, in bringing sinners to the 
knowledge and obedience of the 
faith, and preparing them for im- 
mortal. blessedness. 

It is well to reflect that. much re- 
mains.to be done; that much may 
be done by good people ; that much 
is expected of them; that for this 
purpose God bestows: his bounties ; 
that all which they and others call 
their own is the Lord’s ; that he de- 
mands a portion of what he gives, 
for his more immediate use. Such 
an application is acceptable; an 
odour of a sweet smelling savour un- 
to God. He can abundantly bless 
you for your labours of love in his 
cause. He can constantly satisfy 
liberal and holy seuls:from his own 
all-sufficiency and. the inexhaustible 
fulness of Jesus Christ. Animated 
by such powerful considerations ; 
impelled by such weighty motives, 
will not the friends of Christ and of 
mankind persevere in their prayers 
and liberalities, their services and 
efforts, until, by the grace of God, 
the wilderness: shall universally be- 
come like Eden, and the desert like 
the garden of the Lord ? 

The Trustees suggest to the so- 
ciety the expediency of recommend- 
ing to the several. Congregational 
and Presbyterian Societies in the 
county, a contribution to aid the 
funds of the society, to be made 
on the annual Thanksgiving, or on_ 
some Lord’s day near, as shall be 
judged most eligible ; and that this 
Report should be published, circu- 
lated and previously read in public.. 
While doimg to others, you 
may humbly hope that God, who 
both ministers seed to the sower 
and bread to the eater, will not let 
youlack any good thing; and _ 
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fhe will increase the fruits of your 
aighteousness ; that you may be en- 
riched unto all bountifulness ; for 
avhich liberality of yours many 
thanksgivings will be rendered unto 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
In the name of the Trustees, 
S AMUEL HOPKINS, V. Pres. 


At a meeting of the Society, 
Northampton, Aug. 28, 1806, read, 
accepted and voted to be printed, 
distributed and publicly read, as re- 
ported by the Trustees to the So- 
ciety: 

Attest, 
PAYSON WILLISTON, 2&’g. Sec. 


Officers of the Hampshire Missionary 
Society, appointed at their annual 
Meeting the last Fhureday in Au- 
gust 1806. 


His Excellency €C ALEB STRONG, 
Esq. President. 

Rev. SAMUEL HOPKINS, D.D. 
Vice President . 


TRUSTEES. 
Hon. Joun Hasrines, Esq. 
Rev. Joserxu Larurop, D. D. 
Hon. Epenezer Hunt, Esq. 
Rev. Josepx Lyman, D.D. 
jusrin E ny, Esq. 
Rev. Sotomon WILLIAMS, 
Wi.traM Bi.tusncs, Esq. 
Rev. Davip Parsons, D. D. 
Cuarues Pue vps, Esq. 
Rev. Ricuarp S. Storrs, 


Ruccies WoopsrinGe, Esq. 
Treasurer . 

Rev. Enocn Have, Corresponding 
Secretary. 

Rev. Payson WILLIstoN, Record- 
ing Secretary . 


Standing Committee of the Trustees. 
Rev. Joseru Lyman, D. b. 
WiuiiaM Bituines, Esq. 

Rev. Enocu Hate, 

Rev. SoLomon WILLIAMS, 

Cuaries Pue rs, Esq. 
Panoplist. 
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EVANGELICAL SOCIETY. 


In the Western District of Ver- 
mont, there’has lately been formetl an 
Association, by the name of “Tue 
EVANGELICAL Society,” whose 
object is to aid pious and ingenious 
young men, -in indigent circumstan- 
ces, toacquire education for the work 
of the Gospel Ministry. ‘The great 
scarcity of regular ministers in this 
thrifty portion of our country, and 
the recent revivals of religion in that 
quarter, led to the establishment of 
this benevolent institution, which 
was first organized at Pawlet, March 
6, 1804. The officers of the Society 
ave a President, ‘Vice-President, 
Secretary, Clerk, Treasurer, and a 
‘board of nine Trustees, chosen annu- 
ally by ‘ballot. The Trustees are 
empowered to judge of the qualifica- 
tions and claims of candidates, and to 
give aid to the extent of their funds. 
None are to receive assistance but 
such as are hopefully pious, of ortho- 
dox religious faith, and members of 
some regular Congregational or 
Presbyterian church, and desirous 
to obtain an education with a view to 
be useful as teachers of religion. 
The Trustees are to direct and 
superintend the studies and moral 
conduct of the young men, and when 
they shall have acquired competent 
knowledge of theology, and otherre- 
guisite branches of science, shall re- 
commend them to some suitable 
board for ‘examination and approba- 
tion for the work of the ministry. 
Such young men as receive aid from 
the society, are laid under gbliga- 
tions to refund the loans made them 
without interest, should their cir- 
cumstances ever after admit. 

Persons of good moral character, 
and sound in the faith, are adinitted 
members by a vote of the society. 
Each member pays one dollar at least 
into the treasury, on his admission, 
and the same sum afterward annual- 
ly. The society consists at present 
“ between seventy and eighty mem- 

ers. 


OFFICERS. 
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OFFICERS. 


Rev. Wiiir1aM Jackson, of Dorset, 
President. 

Rev. NarHANIEL Hatt, of Gran- 
ville, Vice President. 

Rev. Jounw Griswo tp, Pawlet, Sec- 
retary. 

EzexieL Harmoy, Esq. do. Trea- 
surer. 


The Directors, though their means 
are yet small, have already given 
aid to three or four young men, one 
of whom has commenced the study of 
Divinity. This seasonable and be- 
nevolent institution has our best 
wishes for its support and success. 
We hope it may be instrumen‘al, 
under the divine direction and bless- 
ing, of drawing from obscurity many 
young men of talents and piety, who 
may prove faithful labourers in the 
vineyard of our Lord. Of this part 
of our country, as well as of others, 
it may truly be said, “ The harvest 
is great, but the labourers are 
few. Lid. 


QUESTIONS 


Put by Dr. Ashbel Green, chairman 
of the standing committee of mis- 


sions, appointed by the general as- | 


sembly of the Presbyterian church 
in the United States of America, 
in 1805: answered, by commission 
of the elders’? conference of the uni- 
ty of brethren, aud in the name of 
the Brethren’s Society for the fur- 
therance of the gospel among the 
heathen, in London, hy C. I. La- 
trobe. 


Question.—How long has your s0- 
ciety existed ? 

Answer.—The church of the Unit- 
ed Brethren, or Unitas Fratrum, has 
existed éver since the year 1453, 
when a company of truly pious per- 
sons, rejecting the corrupt doctrines 
and practices of the church of Rome, 
formed themselves into a congrega- 
tion or church at Litiz, in Bohemia, 


first calling themselves, Fratres Le- 
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gisi Christi, and afterwards, — being 
joined by others, in the same view, 
Unitas Fratrum. 

Q. What were the circumstances 
that led to it? 

A. The etmity and persecution of 
the Papists, and the ardent wish of 
the brethren, to serve the Lord and 
promote his cause according to the 
dictates of their consciences, ‘and 
by aclose adherence to the. princi- 
ples laid down in the word’ of 
God. 

Q. What are your leading religious 
principles ? 

A. The Bible is the only source 
from whence the church of the breth- 
ren derive their doctrines. They 
maintain accordingly, that man isa 
lost and undone creature, fallen from 
God, and a slave to sin by nature, atid 
that there is no other name given, 
by which he can be saved, but the 
name of Jesus. They ate therefore 
* determined to know nothing among: 
men but esus, and him crucified. 
They differ in no respect, in essentials, 
from those .who ascribe Owr whole 
salvation to God’s free grace. and 
love, but never enter into disputes 
about controverted points, and in the 
words of the Scriptures, * beseech all 
men to be reconciled to God !”? 

Q. What obstacles or difficulties 
have you had .to surmount ? 

A. The historyof the church of 
the brethren exhibits a series of those 
difficulties and tribulations, experi- 
enced both by the church and by in- 
dividuals, which our blessed Saviour 
foretold would be the lot of his follow- 
ers. Thev have repeatedly suffered 
the most dreadful tpersecutions, and 
the enmity of the Papists was peculi- 
arly directed agamst them. -Both in 
ancient and modern times, they have 
been hated, reviled, agd abused for 
Christ’s sake. 

Q. Have any opposed you by writ- 
ings, or by government interest ? 

A. Perhaps no church has been 
more shamefully misrepresented and 
calumniated by writings and false re- 
ports. In ancient times, governments 
in popish countries have persecuted 
the brethren with the most bitter ani- 
mosity; but with-regard to Protest- 
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ant governments, though enemies 
have frequently abused their influence 
with government, both in Germany 
and ether parts of Europe, and even 
jn England and America, to injure the 
brethren, they have not succeeded ; 
and no opposition has been made, but 
rather much good-will shown by the 
different governments, under which 
the settlements of the brethren exist. 
' Q. What are your funds? 

A. Chiefly the voluntary contribu- 
tions of the members of the church. 
Each setilement in Christian countries 
endeavours to sipport itself; the 
missions depend entirely upon volunta- 
ry donations and subscriptions. 

Q. What is the number of your 
missionaries ? 

A. In 1805, about 170 brethren and 
sisters were employed in the different 
missions of the brethren. 

Q. Are they men of education or 
not ? 

A. They are not, in general, chos- 
en from among men of letters, who, 
by their habits, are not so well fitted 
for the arduous service of our mis- 
sions. This is proved by experience. 
There are therefore but few of that 
description among them. Persons, 
brought up to some trade, well versed 
in the Scriptures, and above all, hav- 
ing the grace of God im their hearts, 
and fervent zeal for the salvation of 
their fellow-men, but tempered with 
true humility of spirit, are found to be 
the most successful missionaries. 

For the better management of the 
affairs of the brethren’s missions, a 
committee is appointed by the gener- 
al synods, (being a division of a con- 
ference or board of bishops and eld- 
ers, chosen by the synods for the gen- 
eral. superintendency of the church, 
and called the elders’ conference of 
the Unity) which, in conjunction with 
the whole board, dizects all missiona- 
ty concerns. But as these are very 
extensive, societies have been formed 
in aid of the said committee. Such 
are, the brethren’s society for the 
furtherance of the gospel among the 
heathen, in London; the society for 
the propagation of the gospel, estab- 
lished at Zeist, in Holland ; another 
at Bethlehem, in Pennsylvania, and a 
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fourth at Salem, in N. Carelina.* But 
all these societies act under a delega- 
ted authority. 


Q. What instructions do you give 


your missionaries ? 


A. The brethren educate none of 


their people for the express purpose 
of being employed as missionaries, as 
they velieve that that peculiar call must 
be from God himself, andl that he is not 
confined to any huraan acquirements. 
But when the motives of a person of- 
fering himself for the work have been 


well examined, and found to be of .a 


genuine kind, and he has been ap- 


poiated to that service, he is admon- 


ished to make the Bible his chief 
study, to pray that the Spiritof truth 


would explain, and lead him into all 


the truth, that from the experrence 
of his own heart, he may testify of the 
love of God, and invite lost men to 
come to Christ for salvation. 


Q. What are the places to whieh 


you have already sent missions, and 


what other places do you contemplate 
for them ? 

A. To Greenland, Labrador, the 
back settlements of Pennsylvania, N. 
Carolina ; to the West India islands 
—St. Thomas. St. Croix, St. Jan, 
Barbadoes, St. Kitts, Antigua, Jamai- 
ca, Tobago, (just now suspended ;) 
Paramaribo in S. America: to the 
Free Negroes, and Arawaek Indians 
on the Corentyn; to the Hottentots at 
the Cape of Good-Hope, and to the 
Calmucks in Russian Asia near As, 
trachan. It may be easily conceived 
that to supply se many establishments 
with missionaries in succession, is as 

much 


* The Rev. Mr. Loskiel, of Bethlee 


hem, informs the committee, that the 


fellowship at Salem, N. Carolina, is 


not a distinct society, but belongs to the 
incorporated society for the propagation 
of the gospel among the heathen, estab- 
lished at Bethlehem, Northampton 
county, Pennsylvania, Hence it. appears 
that they have but three societies : ong 
at London; one at Zeist, in Holland ; 
and another at Bethlehem, in. North 
America. 
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much as so small achurch can do, as 
upwards of twenty vacancies, at an 
average, occur in a year. New mis- 
sions therefore are not just now in 
contemplation, though many offers 
are continually made to the brethren 
for that purpose. 

Q. What has been your success 
hitherto ? 

A. The brethren have laboured 
with various success, in different pla- 
ees and at different times. The most 
successful missions of the bréthren 


sare at present, in Greenland, St. 


Thomas, St. Croix, St. Jan, Antigua, 
St. Kitts, and among the Hottentots 
at Bavianskloof. 

Q. What are your hopes and pros- 

cts for the future? 

A. We have good hopes, that God 
will, as hitherto, continue to bless and 
make use of the brethren, though a 
weak and poor congregation, as instru- 
ments in his hand, for the promotion 
of his cause. Past experience fully 
justifies the most unbounded confi- 
dence in the Lord’s help, and the 
most lively exercise of faith,.-even 
where, at present, little fruit is 
seen. 

Q. What advice can you give 
us? 

A. If you wish for advice of such, 
awho, by long experience, have be- 
come, in some degree, acquainted 
with the subject, you will find the 
church of the brethren always willing 





- to lay the result of their experience 


before you, sincerely wishing, that 
the Lord may still more abundantly 
bless and crown your labours, and the 
measures you may adopt for the con- 
version of the heathen, with success. 
There are so 7 points, upon which 
advice may be asked and given, that 
it would exceed the bounds of a letter 
to touch uponthem all. Only a few 
remarks are submitted to your con- 
sideration : 

It is of the greatest consequence, 
that we ourselves are intent upon do- 
ing whatsoever we do in the name of 
God, and solely with a view to His 
glory, and not suffer ourselves to be 
swayed by our own spirit or prejudi- 
ees. He will answer the prayers of 
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his servants, if they are desirous to 
follow Ais direction in all things. 

In the choice of missionaries we 
ought to be very cautious, and well to 
examine the motives and character 
of the candidates. 

We think it a great mistake, after 
their appointment, when they are held 
up to public notice and admiration, 
and much praise is bestowed upon 
their devotedness to the Lord, &c. 
presenting them to the congregation 
as martyrs and confessors, before they 
have even entered upon their labours. 
We rather advise them to be sent out 
quietly, recommended to the fervent 
pee of the congregation, which is 
likewise most agreeable to their own 
feelings, if they are humble followers 
of Christ. 

We give them every needful in- 
struction for the preservation of their 
health, as well as we are able to pro. 
cure it. 

As we wish, above all things, that 

brotherly love be maintained among 
fellow-labourers, we therefore do not 
advise to place two men of different 
religious opinions and habits, howev. 
er worthy in other respects, under 
one yoke. 
~ When converts from among the hea. 
then are established in grace, we would 
advise not immediately to use them as 
assistants in teaching, but to act 
herein with caution, and a reference 
to the general weakness of their 
minds, and consequent aptness te 
grow conceited. — ) 
. We also disapprove of bringing 
converts to Europe under any pre- 
tence whatever, and think it would 
lead them into danger of harm to their 
own souls. 

Missionaries are no longer useful, 
than as they are with their whole heart 
in their calling; and we advise to em- 
ploy or retain none, but such as de- 
light in their work. 

’ We advise, that where more are 
employed, one of approved character 
and experience be appointed first mis- 
sionary, to superintend the work, and 
that each prefer the other in love, 
and be willing to follow. 

Nothing 


B<2fsa2ce rrr? @ 







1807.] 


Nothing more need be added, for’ 
all who seek counsel, help and sup+ 
port from God our Saviour himself, 
will be led through his grace into the 
right way, and the best mode of plant- 
mg and watering. It is He alone who 
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giveth jthe increase, to whom be all 
the glory. Amen. 


Cur. Ion. Latrose, 
Secretary of the United Brethren 
in England. 
London, Nov. 28th, 1805. 


Assembly's Mag. 
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Ordinations, 


—_ 


On the 18th inst. was ordained 
ever the church and society in Mil- 
ton, Rev. Samuvexr Gite. The 
exercises were performed ih the 
following order. The introductory 
prayer by Rev. Thomas Thacher of 
Dedham ; Rev. Samuel Stearns of 
Bedford preached the sermon from 
Rev. ii. 10. * Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I wiil give thee a.crown aA 
life. Rev. Jabez Chickering, of Ded- 
ham, made the consecrating prayer. 
Rev. Benj. Wadsworth, of Danvers, 
was modetator of the council, and 
gave the charge ; Rev. Joshua Bates, 
of Dedham, gave the right hand of 
fellowship ; Rev. David T. Kimball, 
of Ipswich, made the concluding 
prayer. The exercises were appro- 
priate and impressive ; and though 
the weather was very unpleasant, the 


assembly was large and respectable ; 
and all things were conducted de- 
cently and in order. 

Nov. 5. The Rev. Noan Pon- 
TER, jun. was ordained over the first 
Society in Farmington,(Con.) Ser- 
mon bythe Rev. Dr. Dwight, Presi- 
dent of Yale College: Acts xxiv. 25. 

Nov. 13. The Rev. Asranam- 
BopweELL was ordained over the 
Congregational Church and Society 
in Sandbornton, N. H. Sermon by 
the Rev. A. M’Farland, of Concord : 
Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10. 

Dec. 24. The Rev. Srepuen Far- 
LEY was ordained over the Congrega- 
tional Church and Society in Clare- 
mont, N.H. Sermon by Rev. El- 
Smith, of Hollis: Hebrews xi. 27. 
For he endured as seeing him who iz in- 


visible. 


———eE Ss 


Dbituary, 


On Thursday, Jan. 15, 1807, de- 
eeased Mrs. ErizaseTtu K. GreeEN, 
consort of the Rev. Dr. Green, of 
Philadelphia, in the 49th year of her 
age 


Mrs. Green was a woman of un- 
sommon excellence. Her death, 
not distinguished by signal 


Fi i 

displays of triumphant faith and hope, 
approaching to vision and enjoyment ; 
yet deserves special notice, as it was 
the termination ef « life which, on 





account of its Christian virtues, is en- 
titled to the honour of being proposed 
as a model, especially to all placed in 
a similar station. To say that she 
was faithful to her husband, affec- 
tionate to her children, and kind to 
her domestics, woukl be giving her 
common praise. Her memory merits 
more. 

Endowed with an understanding 
sound, correct, and improved; pos- 
sessing a native sense of propriety, 
remarkably 
























360 


remarkably diseriminating ; blest with 
a mind uncommonly firm, and adern- 
ed with the grates of Christianity; 
she was admirably qualified for that 
sphere to whieh Providence had call- 


ed her by marriage, and discharged’ 


the duties of it with singular fidelity 
and acceptance. Anxious for the 
character and usefulness of her hus- 
band, as 2 minister of the gospel, she 
assumed the whole burden of domes- 
tic affairs, which she conducted with 
— prudence and economy # and by 

er assiduous attentions to the people 
of his charge, contributed to on 
him that high standing in their afiec- 
tions which he so deservedly holds. 
In her deportment she was dignified, 
condescending and complacent ;equal- 
ly aceeptable to every class of that 
numerous and respectable religious 
society to which she was related. 
The poor loved ber for her affability ; 
the rich courted her on account of the 
peculiar charms of her conversation. 
Her attentions in company were so 
kind and unwearied, that all present 
received a share; and her manners 
were so admirable and captivating, 
that few left her society without being 
ready to unite inher praise. Persons 
of every description, in that large cir- 
cle of acquaintance in which she mov- 
ed, were delighted with this excel- 
lent woman, who could, with such fa- 
cility, accommodate her conversation 
to their various tastes. 

The sickness, which terminated the 
life of this invaluable woman, was 
long and painful. Alternately exci- 
ting hope, and awakening fear, as to 
its issue, it was calculated to try her 
faith and patience. Her pains, often 
severe, she bore with Christian sub- 
mission and. fortitude. During her 
last confinement, her views of herself 
were yery humble and abasing ; but 
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she was supported by a steady faith in 
the all-sufficient merits of Jesus 
Christ, and by a consoling confidence 
of having that love to God which is 
the sure preduct and certain evidence 
of genuine’ faith. At a time when 
her relatives and friends were flatter- 
ing.themselves with hopes of her re- 


-coyery, in an unexpected moment, 


she, very suddenly, expired.—But 
they sorrow, not as those who have no 
hope. Under the greatness of their 
loss, they are consoled by an humble 
confidence that she fell asleep in Je- 
sus, and that her spirit, in the man- 
sions of blessedness, waits in joyful 
hope, for the resurrection of the body 
toimmortal life. § Assembly’s Mag. 

Av Barnstable, on the 18th inst. 
the Rev. Oakes Suaw, pastor of the 
first church of Christ in that place, 
the duties of which important situa- 
tion he discharged during the space 
of forty-six years, with the utmost de- 
gree of Christian pleasure, fortitude 
and zeal. His life was marked with 
the whole train of Christian virtues ; 
it was his comfort and delight to ad- 
minister the balm of divine consola- 
tion to the afflicted spirits; ever 
present in the hour of distress, and 
ready at the call of sorrow, he was 
the messenger of hope to the despair- 
ing, of consolation to the sorrowful, 
and of heavenly light to those, whe 
walked in darkness.—As his life was 
one continued scene of piety and de- 
votion, so his death was calm and se- 
rene, It was not the struggle of dis- 
solving nature, but the calm repose 
of peace; and secure that the Mas- 
ter he had served in life, would not 
desert him in death, he expired with 
a smile of pleasure on his counte- 
nance, after a pilgrimage of 70-yearg. 

At Cambridge, Mrs. Mary, wife, 
of Rey. Henry Ware, D-D. 





